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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 
 
 
Mr/Madam Speaker, Honourable Members, Representatives of the Diplomatic Corps, Ladies 
and Gentlemen,  
 
In these times of both hope and despair, Sweden’s foreign policy must be active, fearless and 
constructive. With broad cooperation and diplomacy in our sights, we must affirm and build on 
the new and historic advances in international cooperation such as the Paris Agreement on 
climate change, and the 2030 Agenda and its Sustainable Development Goals.  
 
But at a time when our world is characterised by aggression and division, we must also tackle the 
challenges. The war in Syria has been going on for five years. Over 125 million people around the 
globe are in urgent need of humanitarian assistance due to war, famine and poverty. If they were 
gathered in a single country, that country would be the eleventh largest in the world.  
 
* * *  
 
Mr/Madam Speaker, Honourable Members,  
 
Sweden’s security policy remains firmly in place. Our non-participation in military alliances serves 
us well, and contributes to stability and security in northern Europe. It requires an active, broad 
and responsible foreign and security policy combined with credible national defence capabilities. 
 
Threats to peace and to our security are best averted collectively and in cooperation with other 
countries and organisations. Sweden’s foreign and security policy builds on cohesion in the EU, 
and on increased cooperation on a broad front: in the Nordic region and the Baltic Sea region, 
together with Finland; in the UN and the OSCE; with NATO; and via a strengthened 
transatlantic link. Dialogue and confidence-building measures are important instruments to 
create stability and ease tensions. 
 
Sweden will not remain passive if another EU Member State or Nordic country suffers a disaster 
or an attack. We expect these countries to act in the same way if Sweden is affected. Our country 
must therefore be in a position to both give and receive support, civilian as well as military. 
 
The defence policy agreement concluded last year is highly significant. It shows the broad 
political consensus on the need to strengthen our national defence capabilities. 
 
The defining issue of our time – climate change – constitutes a global security threat. Climate 
change is a catalyst for war, conflicts and poverty. Sweden will vigorously tackle the tasks 
contained in the global climate agreement, with a view to achieving the goal of keeping global 
warming well below 2 degrees Celsius and seeking to restrict it to 1.5 degrees Celsius. 
 
We are adapting the work of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs to a broader view of security. 
Terrorism, climate change, migration, pandemics and human smuggling are foreign and security 
policy challenges. Migration issues in particular will demand a great deal of work in both the short 
and long term. At the Ministry for Foreign Affairs we are reinforcing efforts focusing on 
European security, the UN and global issues. We are also strengthening our organisation abroad. 
We are in the process of opening a Consulate-General in New York and embassies on three 
continents. The Government is working on a national security strategy. 
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The situation in the world calls for a feminist foreign policy that aims to strengthen women’s 
rights, representation and access to resources. In 2015, Sweden helped ensure that the EU 
appointed a Principal Advisor on Gender, and that a network of women mediators was formed. 
We will continue our work to involve women in peace processes, in accordance with our action 
plan. By involving women in the Syrian peace talks, we can help ensure a more sustainable 
society.  
 
* * * 
 
Mr/Madam Speaker, Honourable Members,  
 
The EU is Sweden’s most important political arena. This year, a new EU Global Strategy on 
Foreign and Security Policy will be prepared. Sweden was one of the initiators of the strategy, and 
we are strongly engaged in the work. One important aspect involves developing the EU’s external 
crisis management capabilities. 
 
The Government will maintain its support for peace, democracy and economic development in 
Europe’s neighbourhood. The European security order must be safeguarded.  
 
Russia’s illegal annexation of Crimea and military presence in eastern Ukraine constitute flagrant 
breaches of international law. This is the greatest challenge to the European security order since 
the end of the Cold War. The sanctions against Russia must remain in place until the terms of the 
Minsk agreements are met. Ukraine must be allowed to regain control over its internationally 
recognised borders. It is important to help ensure a strong, democratic and stable Ukraine. 
Sweden supports the Ukrainian Government’s reform work both bilaterally and through the EU.  
 
Effective cooperation within the European Union is a prerequisite for peace and prosperity. We 
need a stronger EU that can continue to stand up for fundamental common values and 
principles, not least in our European neighbourhood. Internal divisions must be counteracted. It 
is crucial that the United Kingdom remain in the EU. The agreement struck between the EU 
heads of state and government paves the way for this. The Government is working to secure a 
social Europe where growth, a high standard of living and decent working conditions reinforce 
one another. 
 
The EU needs a new migration system based on shared responsibility and international 
commitments, with respect for the right of asylum. This is possible if all 28 Member States take 
their share of responsibility, and if cooperation is improved. With 60 million displaced people, we 
cannot countenance a situation in which some countries buy blankets while others invest in 
barbed wire. Our EU policy and foreign policy have an important role to play in resolving these 
difficult issues. 
 
Sweden will continue to stand up for peace and freedom in Europe, just as we did following the 
terrorist attacks in Paris last autumn. We were among the first to respond to France’s request, 
and Sweden’s support was among the largest. France has welcomed our contribution.  
 
 
* * * 
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Mr/Madam Speaker, Honourable Members, 
 
The Government welcomes the UN efforts to reach an agreement on the Cyprus issue. A 
solution would strengthen the UN’s authority and the EU’s ability to manage the challenges in its 
neighbourhood. Sweden has taken a unique initiative for cooperation between Cyprus’s religious 
leaders, who have an important role to play in the reconciliation process. 
 
Sweden is a driving force for the EU’s Eastern Partnership. A strong neighbourhood and 
enlargement policy remains one of the EU’s most strategic instruments for promoting peace and 
prosperity. Keeping the door open to EU membership fosters important reform processes, 
including in the Western Balkans and Turkey. 

The escalation of violence and the human rights situation in Turkey are alarming. Fighting 
between the Turkish Government and the PKK has intensified. Civilians, particularly Kurds, are 
being hit hard by violence and curfews. The escalating violence is an obstacle to peace and 
development not just in Turkey but in the entire region. Sweden is conducting a dialogue with 
both the country’s government and the opposition. It is vital that Turkey and the EU are able to 
demonstrate tangible progress on the implementation of the joint action plan on migration.   

The unimaginable human suffering in Syria is a disaster and a serious threat to the security of the 
entire region. Half the Syrian population is displaced within or outside the country. The bombing 
raids on the opposition by the Assad regime and Russia are unacceptable and threaten the fragile 
peace process. They must cease. All parties must now accept the agreement on cessation of 
hostilities that has been reached. Through the new Swedish strategy for the Syria crisis 
encompassing SEK 1.7 billion, we are working to enable people in Syria and its neighbouring 
countries to support themselves and get an education. We are also increasing our humanitarian 
support to the country. 
 
We are part of the core group of the coalition against Daesh and are contributing a Swedish 
armed force to train Iraqi security forces, particularly Kurdish Peshmerga forces. Sweden is 
working in the EU for a long-term stabilisation mission in Iraq. We are supporting the 
reconstruction of the country, including by providing support to the areas liberated from Daesh. 
  
Fear and desperation are spreading throughout the Middle East. We must offer hope for the 
future to young people in both Israel and Palestine. Sweden’s recognition of Palestine aims to 
create momentum for the two-state solution. Renewed international efforts are needed. Sweden 
welcomes the French initiative to convene an international peace conference. The objective is to 
ensure that both Israel and Palestine are able to live in peace and security within mutually agreed 
borders.  
 
* * * 
 
Mr/Madam Speaker, Honourable Members, 
 
In North Africa, the Government is providing increased support to the UN process concerning 
Western Sahara, with the aim of finding a fair, mutually accepted solution to the conflict that 
satisfies the right of the Western Saharan people to self-determination.  
 
Sweden will continue to support and draw attention to the democratic forces in the region. We 
will open an embassy in Tunisia in June. 
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Sweden’s ties to the countries in Africa are historically strong. These are now being further 
strengthened and we are working together in areas such as the economy, education and culture. 
Cooperation between the Swedish business sector and the growing economies on the continent is 
increasing.  
 
The African Union is assuming an increasing share of the responsibility for peace and security. 
Sweden is supporting this process, both politically and financially. The focus of Sweden’s 
commitment to security and development is mainly on the Horn of Africa, Liberia, Mali and the 
Great Lakes region. Sweden’s contribution of personnel to the UN operation in Mali is 
appreciated. 
 
The continued strong and dynamic economic development in Asia offers major opportunities. 
The Government is deepening cooperation with India, the world’s largest democracy. We are 
opening an embassy in the Philippines. Contacts between China and Sweden are increasing. 
China’s role in the international arena is growing. Along with this comes responsibility. The 
Government is continuing its candid dialogue with China on human rights. 
 
Sweden will maintain its civilian and military involvement in Afghanistan. The Government is 
also strengthening cooperation with Afghanistan on migration issues. 
 
The United States is an important partner for Sweden and we are developing and deepening our 
already broad cooperation with the country.  
 
We offer extensive support to developing countries for adaptation to a more extreme climate and 
to sustainable technology. We are strengthening our relations with the Caribbean nations which, 
like other small island states, are particularly vulnerable to climate change. During the year, the 
Government will adopt a regional aid strategy for Asia, including the Pacific nations, with a 
special focus on climate change. 
 
In addition to our strategic partnership with Brazil, we are deepening our relations with a number 
of countries in Latin America, such as Chile, Colombia and Peru, where a new embassy will be 
opened. An action plan for our work with Latin America is being drafted. 
 
* * * 
 
Mr/Madam Speaker, Honourable Members, 

Sweden’s many years’ experience of peace, gender equality and international solidarity have 
generated a curiosity about our country and what we stand for. The Swedish model attracts 
interest around the world. 
 
A strong image of Sweden, highlighting culture and values, is important for our long-term 
relations with other countries. Promotion of exports, imports and investment in Sweden, in close 
cooperation with the business community, is an integral part of foreign policy and the 
responsibility of the entire Government. 
 
The Government’s export strategy helps strengthen opportunities for Swedish companies in the 
international market and increase the number of exporting companies. This helps create more 
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Swedish jobs. Two thirds of Sweden’s foreign trade goes to other countries in the EU. An 
effective internal market in the EU is therefore of the utmost importance. 
 
Sweden’s economic exchange with the rest of the world and long tradition of free trade has 
contributed to our prosperity. Free trade between countries lays the long-term foundations for 
peace and democracy. Consequently, we are opposed to protectionist tendencies in the EU and 
other G20 countries, particularly measures that affect developing countries.  
 
Sweden is striving to reach a political deal this year in the negotiations on the Transatlantic Trade 
and Investment Partnership between the EU and the US. An agreement will be of major 
importance for growth and jobs and will strengthen the transatlantic link. Respect for people and 
the environment must be factored into the agreement.   
 
Sweden must be a model for free and fair trade. Corporate social responsibility is a part of this.  
 
In these difficult times, we are one of few countries around the world to succeed in maintaining a 
generous level of quality aid. We achieve the one per cent target, which remains unchanged. In 
the course of this year, the Government will present the Riksdag with a new policy framework 
for Swedish development cooperation. 
 
Our development cooperation is an expression of Sweden’s conviction that prosperity around the 
world must be shared. Looking ahead to the World Humanitarian Summit in Istanbul in May, we 
are working for a stronger humanitarian system, with special focus on women’s rights and 
influence. I am a member of Ban Ki-Moon’s High-Level Panel on Humanitarian Financing, 
which has presented innovative proposals on how to meet the world’s humanitarian needs. 
  
* * * 
 
Mr/Madam Speaker, Honourable Members,  
 
In a time of global threats, global cooperation is needed. Last year, world leaders reached 
agreement on the 2030 Agenda and its global development goals, and a new climate agreement. 
The UN is navigating through very difficult terrain, but progress is being made. The UN is the 
world’s most important platform for international peace and security.  
 
Sweden is an active member of the UN and a critical friend. Our engagement makes a difference 
and is sought after. 
 
Sweden is pushing for a stronger link between development and peace, an increased focus on 
conflict prevention and a stronger role for women in peace processes. The Government is also 
making a long-term commitment to mediation.  
 
This is the basis on which Sweden is now campaigning for a seat on the Security Council. We can 
provide knowledge, not least of our own neighbourhood. The Security Council must take greater 
responsibility for peace and security. We want to safeguard international law and limit the use of 
the veto. The Council must be reformed to better reflect the world of today. 
 
We see with concern that the world’s existing nuclear weapons arsenals are being retained and 
that new weapons are being developed. North Korea’s nuclear test earlier this year underscores 
the necessity of international disarmament and non-proliferation efforts.  
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On the other hand, the nuclear deal with Iran shows that it is possible to make progress in the 
area of non-proliferation.  
 
Sweden is active in the UN, the international Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty 
Organisation and other multilateral projects such as the Humanitarian Initiative. The 
Government has taken part in the preparatory work ahead of the Nuclear Security Summit in 
Washington this spring on enhanced efforts against nuclear terrorism.  
 
The Government will appoint a special ambassador for international disarmament efforts. 
 
* * * 
 
Mr/Madam Speaker, Honourable Members,  
 
Respect for international law is fundamental. The Charter of the United Nations confirms the 
principles of territorial integrity. Genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and other serious 
international abuses and violations must be prevented and punished. 
 
Journalists have become targets in armed conflicts around the world. Last year, more than one 
hundred journalists were killed, and far too many are in prison. This year, which marks the 250th 
anniversary of the Swedish Freedom of the Press Act, we are supporting imprisoned journalists 
and human rights activists and working for free media and strong civil societies. 
 
Today, working conditions are a European and global issue. The Global Deal is the Prime 
Minister’s international initiative in cooperation with the ILO, the OECD and others for 
improved social dialogue between employers and employees, aimed at creating better jobs, 
greater equality and increased productivity.  
 
Safeguarding every individual’s right to protection against discrimination is our common 
responsibility. This includes anti-racism and action against forms of intolerance such as anti-
Semitism, Islamophobia, Afrophobia and anti-Ziganism. Sweden is a global voice for sexual and 
reproductive health and rights, and for the rights of each individual regardless of sexual 
orientation or gender identity.  
 
Human rights, democracy and the rule of law are fundamental and the Government will 
therefore present a communication to the Riksdag on this subject, and will appoint a special 
human rights ambassador. 

Support to Swedes who are in emergency or crisis situations abroad is always a priority activity 
of the Foreign Service. We take care of consular matters 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 
 
* * * 
 
Mr/Madam Speaker, Honourable Members,  

The Charter of the United Nations asserts that it is “we, the peoples of the united nations” who 
are determined to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war. 

This means that the responsibility belongs to all of us. We who make up the Swedish 
Government. The diplomats in the gallery. Members of the Riksdag who are preparing their 
statements. Those of you listening on the radio. 
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And it is also “we, the peoples of the united nations” who are determined to reaffirm faith in 
fundamental human rights. 

Time is of the essence. 

But the global progress being made alongside the scourge of war reminds us of the power 
generated when we work together. 

The Government will continue to shoulder its responsibility to help maintain international peace 
and security – in political consensus and with popular support. 


