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Ordférande, excellenser, drade deltagare, damer och herrar,
Sverige samtycker 1 uttalandet fran EU och 1 uttalandet fran Norge for de
nordiska lindernas rakning.

Vi maste alla prioritera att bekdmpa allvarliga krankningar av de ménskliga
rittigheterna genom ménniskohandel. Det 4r vart gemensamma ansvar.
Sverige star fast vid att alla former av minniskohandel ska utrotas. Vi vill
darfor beromma Forenade kungariket for att ha anordnat denna 6ppna debatt
pa ministerniva.

Dagens debatt dr viktig av flera anledningar. For det forsta maste vi se till att
fragan forblir aktuell pa den globala agendan. Dagens diskussioner bygger pa
det arbete som inleddes under det spanska ordférandeskapet 1
Sdkerhetsradet. For det andra méste vi gd framat och vidta atgirder 1 linje
med resolution 2331 (2016). Ménniskohandel &r ett grinsdverskridande hot
som krédver gransdverskridande insatser. FN utgor ett unikt forum for att
genomfora detta mal.

Ordf6rande,

Mainniskohandel och olika former av slaveri breder ut sig pa allt fler platser.
Det beror pa pagéende konflikter och omfattande tvangsforflyttningar av
civilbefolkningar, till exempel situationen 1 Tchadsjéregionen som radet
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besokte for tva veckor sedan. Utbredningen sker eftersom det finns
méanniskor beredda att utnyttja de som befinner sig 1 utsatta situationer.

Det effektivaste sittet att stoppa ménniskohandeln &r att ta itu med
grundorsakerna. Och det handlar i grunden om att det finns en efterfragan.
Om mén inte kopte sexuella tjénster skulle det inte finnas ndgon marknad for
sexuellt utnyttjande av médnniskor.

Ett forebyggande av konflikter och tvangsforflyttningar samt satsningar pa
en réttvis och héllbar utveckling for alla dr ndgra viktiga &tgirder for att
bekdmpa ménniskohandeln. Dessutom maste redan existerande
internationella skyldigheter som ror ménniskohandel och tvadngsarbete
genomforas fullt ut.

Det hir radet har en viktig roll att spela i1 det forebyggande arbetet, bland
annat genom agendan for héllbar fred. Fredsinsatser med rddets mandat
méste uppmirksamma pégiende minniskohandel samt den roll som
organiserade kriminella grupper, samt terroristgrupper, spelar for att
vidmakthéilla instabila situationer och konflikter som leder till
ménniskohandel. En mgjlig vig for medlemsstaterna att ta itu med dessa
grupper dr det lokala arbetet med att skapa effektiva och ansvarsskyldiga
institutioner inom sikerhetssektorn.

Ordforande,

Som generalsekreteraren tidigare har rapporterat finns det en tydlig koppling
mellan konflikter och sexuellt vald och ménniskohandel efter konflikterna.
Det handlar om sexuellt slaveri, tvangsarbete, handel med organ ... listan &r
ldng. Jag kommer att fokusera pa sexuellt utnyttjande — framst riktat mot
kvinnor och flickor och pojkar.

Effekterna av ménniskohandel som syftar till sexuellt utnyttjande skiljer sig
fran de skador som uppstar ddar médnniskor utnyttjas i andra former av
minniskohandel. Det oroande dr 6vergreppen mot kvinnornas och flickornas
kroppar.

Det ar viktigt att uppmirksamma att manniskohandel innehéller ett tydligt
konsperspektiv och att alla dtgarder mot médnniskohandel bor ha en
konsspecifik utgingspunkt.

Sverige vill betona vikten av att inte skapa legala marknader for
ménniskosmugglare. Det pagér en diskussion, bdde inom FN och pé andra



hall, om huruvida prostitution bor ses som ett yrke. I diskussionerna anvdnds
ofta begreppet sexarbetare. Sveriges stdndpunkt 1 fragan &r tydlig.
Prostitution kan aldrig betraktas som ett arbete. Prostitution dr alltid ett
utnyttjande. Sverige uppmanar fler linder att dvervéga lagstiftning som riktar
sig mot den person som kdper sex och erbjuder stod till den utnyttjade
personen. Syftet dr att flytta fokus vad géller brottshandling och skuld frén
den utnyttjade personen till den som begitt gdrningen. Kunskap om de egna
rittigheterna, inklusive rittigheter om sexuell och reproduktiv hilsa och
rittigheter, dr oerhort viktigt.

En annan viktig aspekt dr ansvarsutkrdvande 1 miljoer med pagéende eller
avslutade konflikter. Sverige stoder genomférandet av FN:s nolltolerans mot
sexuellt utnyttjande och sexuella Gvergrepp.

Som ordférande 1 Sékerhetsrddets arbetsgrupp om barn och vidpnad konflikt
vill vi &ven betona barns sérskilt utsatta situation i det hir avseendet och
peka pa tvangsrekrytering av barn till vipnade konflikter som en av de
vérsta formerna av barnarbete. Mal 8.7 1 de hallbara utvecklingsméalen
uppmanar oss att avskaffa detta och vi maste fortsétta att aktivt arbeta for
att uppna detta mal. Vi behover ocksa fokusera pa mal 5 om jaimstélldhet
samt andra relevanta mal pa agendan for en héllbar utveckling.

Sverige dr stolt Over att leda vigen i det globala partnerskapet for att stoppa
vald mot barn. Det hér dr ett mycket viktigt initiativ och Sverige uppmanar
fler ldnder att delta 1 partnerskapet.

Ordforande, jag vill avsluta med att sdga att vi maste lata kvinnor och flickor
sjdlva bestimma 6ver sina kroppar, sina liv och den egna framtiden, oavsett
sammanhang. Fler kvinnor méste delta 1 bade fredsbyggande verksamheter
och atgiarder mot ménniskohandel. Kvinnors beréttelser, erfarenheter och
l6sningar maste vara en del av genomforandet av agendan for kvinnor, fred
och sékerhet. Jamstilldhet handlar om ménskliga réttigheter.

Tack for ordet.
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Mr President, Excellences, distinguished participants, ladies and gentlemen,

Sweden aligns itself with the statement by the European Union and the
statement by Norway on behalf of the Nordic countries.

Combating brutal human rights violations through trafficking in persons must
be a priority for us all. It is our common responsibility. Sweden remains
strongly committed to eradicating all forms of trafficking in persons. We
would therefore like to congratulate the United Kingdom for organising this
ministerial open debate.

Today's debate is important for many reasons. Firstly, we need to ensure this
issue remains on the global agenda. Today's discussion builds on the
momentum created under the Spanish Presidency of the Council. Secondly,
we need to move forward with actions in line with Resolution 2331 (2016).
Finally, trafficking in persons is a transnational threat, which requires a
transnational response. The UN provides a unique forum for achieving this
goal.

Mr President,

Human trafficking and various forms of slavery are flourishing. This is due to
ongoing conflicts and the massive displacement of civilian populations, such
as the situation in the Lake Chad Basin region, which the Council visited two
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weeks ago. It flourishes because there are those ready to cruelly exploit
persons in vulnerable situations.

The most effective way to end human trafficking is to address its root
causes. The root cause is demand if men did not buy sexual services there
would be no trafficking for sexual exploitation.

Preventing conflict and displacement before they occur and investing in
equitable sustainable development for all are important measures in
combating human trafficking. Existing international obligations relating to
human trafficking and forced labour must also be fully implemented.

This Council has an important role to play in prevention, including through
the Sustaining Peace agenda. In addition, peace operations mandated by this
Council must see the role that organized criminal groups, as well as terrorist
groups, play in perpetuating the unstable situations and conflicts that lead to
human trafficking, and in human trafficking itself. Working on the ground to
create accountable and effective security sector institutions can enhance the
capacity of Member States to address these groups.

Mr President,

As the Secretary-General has previously reported, there is a clear nexus
between conflict and post-conflict-related sexual violence and human
trafficking such as sexual slavery, forced labour, organ removal, the list is
long. I will focus on sexual exploitation — predominantly targeting women,
and girls and boys.

The effects of trafficking for the purpose of sexual exploitation are different
from the harm caused by trafficking for other forms of exploitation. Their
seriousness 1s related to the specific ways in which the bodies of trafficked
women and girls are abused.

Recognising that human trafficking has a clear gender dimension is therefore
essential: all actions against trafficking should have a gender-specific
approach.

Sweden wants to stress the importance of not creating legal markets for
human traffickers. There is an ongoing discussion, within the UN, and
elsewhere, about whether or not prostitution should be viewed as a
profession; — the term sex worker is often used in these discussions. Swedish
policy on this issue is clear. Prostitution can never be regarded as a job;



prostitution is always exploitation. Sweden urges more countries to consider
legislation that targets the person who buys sex and offers support to the
person being exploited — thereby shifting the criminal focus and guilt from
the person being exploited, to the exploiter. Knowledge about one's own
rights, including about sexual and reproductive health and rights, is crucial.

Another essential element is accountability in conflict and post-conflict
environments. Sweden strongly supports the implementation of the United
Nations zero-tolerance policy on sexual exploitation and abuse.

As Chair of the Security Council Working Group on Children and Armed
Conflict we would also like to stress the particularly vulnerable situation of
children in this regard and also highlight forced or compulsory recruitment of
children for use in armed conflicts as one of the worst forms of child labour.
Target 8.7 of the SDG's asks us to eliminate this and we need to keep a
strong focus on achieving this goal. We also need to focus on goal 5
regarding gender equality and other relevant goals of the Sustainable
Development Agenda.

Sweden is proud to be a pathfinder country of the Global Partnership to End
Violence Against Children. This is a crucial initiative and Sweden would like
to urge more countries to join this partnership.

Finally, Mr President, we need to enable women and girls to decide over
their own bodies, lives and futures in all contexts. We need to engage more
women in both peace building activities and actions against trafficking. By
implementing the women, peace and security agenda we can ensure that
women's voices, experiences and solutions are brought to the table. Gender
equality is about human rights.

Thank you
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Fadime Shaindal kommer for alltid vara en del av vdra medvetanden och var
historia. Jag onskar att jag kunde uttala orden "det fér aldrig hénda igen",
men jag ir dessvérre allt for medveten om att valdet och fortrycket dr hogst
verkligt hir och nu, 1 Sverige och 1 vérlden.

Fadime var en ung méinniska som ville forma och leva sitt eget liv, nagot som
for de flesta av oss dr en sjilvklarhet - for detta blev hon moérdad.

Idag dr det hedersrelaterade vald och fortryck som Fadime forsokte att gora
oss uppmédrksammade pa, en mer kénd verklighet som vi maste forhalla oss
till och bekéampa.

Jag kan garantera er att Sveriges regering dr hogst medveten om de problem
vi har som nation, nir det giller hedersrelaterat vald och fortryck och vi
arbetar med de verktyg som star till buds for en regering.

Vi tittar pa lagstiftning, vi avsitter medel och vi ger uppdrag till relevanta
myndigheter.

Regeringen har lagt en jamstélldhetspolitisk skrivelse, den heter "Makt, mal
och myndighet — feministisk politik f6r en jamstilld framtid".

Skrivelsen innehaller en nationell strategi for att forebygga och bekdmpa
mins vald mot kvinnor. Dir ingér givetvis arbetet mot hedersrelaterat vald
och fortryck liksom prostitution och minniskohandel for sexuella &ndamal.
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- Valdsforebyggande arbete for att motverka destruktiva normer kopplade till
maskulinitet, frimst kopplingen mellan maskulinitet och vald far ett storre
fokus. Malet &r att slaget aldrig ska utdelas, valdtikten aldrig ske.

- En av dtgdrderna 1 strategin dr att regeringen avser att dndra 1
examensbeskrivningarna 1 hogskoleférordningen {or utbildningar dir de
studerande i sina framtida yrken kommer att méta valdsutdvare och
véaldsutsatta . Professioner som méter valdsutdvare och véaldsutsatta 1 sitt
yrke méste ha kunskaper om hur vald kan upptéckas, forebyggas samt vilka
insatser som dr effektivast.

- Vi permanentar de nationella uppdrag som hitintills har legat som tillfélliga
regeringsuppdrag.

- Vi kommer ge uppdrag till lamplig myndighet att kartldgga det
hedersrelaterade valdet och fortrycket.

- Viutvérderar 2014 ars lagstiftning mot barn- och tvingséktenskap inklusive
"Overviga ytterligare straffrittsliga atgarder.

- Vi kommer att genomfora en granskning av skolans sex och
samlevnadsundervisning.

- Vi kommer att stdrka det forebyggande arbetet mot hedersnormer.
- Vi kommer stirka aterfallférebyggande arbete inom kriminalvarden.

- Vi forfiras till exempel 6ver de barn, oftast flickor som dr gifta nir de
kommer till Sverige, men vi bor ldmna en tanke at att de finns och har
funnits hela tiden, bara inte hdr mitt framfér 6gonen pa oss. Virldssamfundet
skulle ha kunnat géra — sd mycket mer.

- Méanga av er som har samlats hir idag har hort mig tala forut och vet att jag
har ett forflutet inom FN och UN Women. Det dr omdjligt att inte tdnka pa
att s mycket mer skulle gatt att gora pa ett internationellt plan, om inte
motstandet mot flickors och kvinnors réttigheter stindigt dr s& kompakt eller
"bara" vicker noll och inget intresse.

- Jag vill darfor passa pa att sidga:
- Min och regeringens utgangspunkt dr att barn inte ska vara gifta!

- Barnédktenskap ir inte forenligt med svensk lagstiftning och innebir att



barnets rittigheter enligt Barnkonventionen asidosétts.
Avslutningsvis:

- Jag kommer att bjuda in till en nationell samling tillsammans med
Linsstyrelsen i Ostergotland, som har regeringens nationella uppdrag att
motverka hedersrelaterat vald och fortryck. Samlingen kommer att ske den
14 februari, pa alla hjirtans dag. Fler aktiviteter och samlingar kommer att
ske under éaret.

- Regeringen har det 6vergripande ansvaret, mycket av arbetet méste dock
ske pa lokal niva och darfor dr ni civil-/frivilligorganisationer som bade star
som arrangorer for dagen, men dven &r nirvarande — ovirderliga.

Sverige har en feministisk regering och jimstélldhet &r inte ndgot som &r
villkorat, géller vissa, pd vissa stéllen, eller pa vissa tider. Jamstilldhet och
ménskliga rittigheter dr ndgot som géller alla, dver allt, hela tiden.
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I am very happy to have this opportunity to speak about violence prevention
and to hear about your work here in Luxembourg. Later today I will attend
the 3rd International Conference on Men and Equal Opportunities. In
Sweden questions of men and gender equality, or equal opportunities, is a
priority for the government and one area of specific importance is gender
based violence.

The Swedish government is preparing a national long-term strategy to
prevent and combat men's violence against women to be decided later in the
autumn of 2016. The strategy includes actions against domestic violence,
honour related violence, and actions against prostitution and trafficking for
sexual purposes.

The national strategy aims to improve the coordination of work to prevent
and combat men's violence towards women within all relevant sectors. A
large number of actions are being prepared within the framework of the new
national strategy, for example new legislation to better protect children who
are exposed or subjected to violence in intimate relationships, new
commissions for government agencies concerning methods of identifying
violence, risk and needs assessments , funding of NGO:s and government
inquiries into specific issues. The target group for the strategy is decision-
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makers and professionals at all levels witin all sectors as well as the general
public.

Violence prevention will be highlighted troughout the strategy. Specific focus
will be on universal violence prevention targeting stereotypical norms of
masculinity as a cause of violence. This is something that the Swedish NGO
Men for Gengder Equality (MFJ) is working with and [ am glad that they are
here today and soon will give a brief presentation of their work.

I strongly believe that to end violence we need a wide and constructive
engagement of men and boys, as well as a confrontation with norms of
masculinity that justify violence and limit women and girls' possibilities and
choices in life.

An objective within the strategy is for our youth to be reached by work done
on violence prevention. And in our new strategy we aim to reach all young
people in Sweden. Schools and universities are central arenas for this task.
Work to prevent violence also involves efforts within the correctional system
and other fields of crime prevention. There already exists work in these areas
in Sweden and new actions will also be taken in our new strategy. [ am
therefore also very interested in hearing about the experiences of working
with men to prevent domestic violence here in Luxembourg.

In the area of men's violence against women, a priority in the work against
prostitution is the work against the demand for purchasing sex.

Persons in prostitution must never be punished. The reasons for people being
involved in prostitution may vary but is often related to poverty and/or that
the person has been exposed to sexual assaults or other forms of sexual
violence earlier in life. It must also be easy for persons in prostitution to seek
help from police and social services and or voluntary support services that
could help sellers to leave prostitution.

The best way to counter demand is through criminalizing the purchase of
sexual services. Our assessment of the prohibition of the purchase of sexual
services law shows that street prostitution has been reduced with 50 percent
since the prohibition came in to force and there has not been an increase of
the Internet based prostitution in comparison with other countries. The
assessment also shows that the prohibition has been as powerful tool in
shifting people's attitudes toward prostitution. Surveys both in Sweden and
Norway shows that attitudes shift where the purchase of sex is criminalized,
and a consistent majority in Sweden, over 70% of the population, think



purchasing of sex is unacceptable.

From our view, it is crystal clear who to blame for prostitution, which is the
buyer, and who should be prohibited from buying the body of another human
being with the intent to use hers or his body for sexual purposes.

Thank you.
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I would like to thank the representatives of Charité for having us here.

Today I will share a few thoughts about the Swedish perspective on e-health.
The experience we have is a very dual experience.

On the one hand, Sweden has come a long way. We have one of the highest
percentages of internet users in the world. We have given birth to start-ups
that have become global brands, such as Spotify and Skype. Both the
business and public sectors have largely digitised their activities.

This is also true to a large extent if we look at Sweden's health care sector.
Close to 100 per cent of patient records are digitised, and the percentage of
pharmaceutical prescriptions that are made through our national, digital
system is almost as high.

Sweden has national quality registries that contain vast amounts of data on
patient outcomes — a gold mine for research and development.

On the other hand, however, we can see that the Swedish health care sector
does not fully utilise the opportunities offered by digitisation. We still have
problems when it comes to non-user-friendly systems.
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Perhaps one of the most fitting examples is that despite our high degree of
digitisation, the fax machine is still a common tool in our hospitals and health
clinics. Patient records are printed, faxed and re-digitised, for both technical
and legal reasons.

On a more official level, we decided upon a vision for Sweden's eHealth
policy earlier this year. The vision is that by 2025, we aim to be the best
country in the world at using the opportunities offered by digitisation and
eHealth in both health and welfare.

This is a vision for both the health care system and social services, jointly
decided by the cabinet and the Swedish Association of Local Authorities and
Regions.

The two most significant aspects of eHealth and digitisation in the health
care system in Swedish eHealth policy are the following.

For patients: to be able to interact with the health care system and take part
in their own care.

For professional healthcare workers: to have access to good clinical decision
support systems, and efficient systems for accessing and recording patient
information.

E-Health offers also great opportunities in Social Services. For instance; we
are currently supporting the local authorities in developing user-friendly,
technical solutions to increase the communication between clients and staff
in social care for children and young persons. This will ensure more accurate
course of action in these often difficult cases.

Looking forward, I am sure that new digital solutions within our social
services can help improve the service given. Though we have to take into
account that the solutions must be user-friendly and flexible enough to meet
the needs of different groups of people. Sometimes those groups are savvy-
tech kids, and sometimes not so-savvy-tech grandfathers in need of elderly
care.

We are currently working on action plans to put this vision into practice. It is
a joint commitment between the government and the local authorities. At the
same time, considerable work is being done at national, regional and local
levels in Sweden.

Both Swedish and international companies are taking part in this effort —



offering their competence and their solutions.

An example of this an EU-initiated project in Hudiksvall municipality where
a number of homes for elderly has been equipped with specially configured

tablet for video communication. Healthcare personnel communicate through
the tablet via moving image as an alternative to house visits. The provider of
the technical solution is a Swedish company called nWise AB from Uppsala.

The best results are often achieved when we work together. This is true at
both national and international levels.

This delegation trip and this visit are being conducted with that as a guiding
principle.

Together we are here to learn from your experiences but hopefully also to
share some of ours.

The private sector has always been a driver for development and we are
looking forward to meeting companies, and also care givers and researchers,
here in Germany that can stimulate and give us new ideas that we can use
when we come back to Sweden.

Sweden and Swedish companies have much to share. But we also have much
to learn. And that is why we are here.

Thank you.
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Thank you chair,
I would like to thank the Secretariat for preparing this conference.

I also want to thank representatives for the Civil Society for your presence
here today. Your contributions and valuable insights are crucial.

* %k ok

As Minister for Children, the Elderly and Gender Equality, and responsible
for policies regarding persons with disabilities I am specially honoured to be
here today.

I want to contribute to the work of developing modern welfare states. The
model implies central aspects as rights issues, opportunities for influence and
supporting and empowering the most vulnerable in society.

The Swedish Government is aiming for a society with reduced social,
economic and political inequity. Increased gender equality and increased
participation and accessibility in society benefits everyone.
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Representing the Swedish feminist government, I truly welcome the clear
references in the new agenda 2030 to gender equality and the empowerment
of women and girls and the clear references to people with disabilities.

This 1s a break through.

Women and girls, men and boys must enjoy equal access to quality
education, equal access to economic resources and have equal opportunities
to political participation.

The Swedish government is ready to take its responsibility for the Agenda
2030 implementation both nationally and internationally. All cabinet
ministers will be responsible for the implementation within their respective
areas, in dialogue with the civil society.

k %k %k

It is an honour and privilege for me to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the
adoption of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

During the 10 years since the adoption, progress has been made and more
attention has been paid to the rights of persons with disabilities, both
nationally and internationally.

Sweden has developed a strategy based on the Convention with an annual
reporting to the Parliament. Sweden has also had its first dialogue with the
Committee and has received recommendations in 2014.

We are about to incorporate the Convention of the Rights of the Child into
Swedish legislation. This will strengthen also the rights for children with
disabilities, we believe.

Implementing the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is a
continuous process that requires ongoing dialogue as well as systematic
monitoring at both national and international levels.

Progress has been made but we also have challenges ahead of us, for
example promoting gender equality, creating inclusive education, making the
labour market more accessible and combatting negative attitudes. We should
also be aware about challenges and possibilities which the global migration
brings.

* %k %k



Mr Chair,

I want to specifically mention violence against women and children with
disabilities. They are more often victims.

We have to take this into account in efforts to combat violence.

Also, I want to emphasize sexual and reproductive health and rights in the
context of the Convention. Everybody's right to information, services and
bodily integrity is crucial.

As Member States we have the primary overall responsibility to live up to
our obligations and commitments by ensuring that the requirements of the
Convention are fulfilled. We should be held accountable for any gaps in the
implementation.

Efforts to strengthen rights for boys, girls, women and men are investments —
and should be considered as such.

So, let us use this conference as a platform to continue the work on the full
enjoyment of rights of persons with disabilities - Leaving no one behind and
creating sustainable societies.

Thank You!
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galler.

Ladies and gentlemen, I am proud to address this meeting of the OECD as
Minister for Gender Equality, representing a feminist government, and talk
to you about gender budgeting. We, in declaring ourselves a feminist
government, are committed to making a difference in people's lives: to
promote gender equality with a policy agenda that combats inhibitive gender
roles and structures, so that women and men, boys and girls can live their
lives to their full potential. It is a matter of recognizing gender inequality,
that women and men do not have access to resources and power on equal
terms, and committing to make a change.

In this endeavour we recognise the crucial role that economics play. To
advance gender equality in society, not only here in Sweden, but
everywhere, we must allocate adequate resources to that end.

Sweden's feminist government is now stepping up our ambitions to make a
change, and achieve our goal of a gender-equal society in which girls and
boys, women and men are given the same power to shape society and their
own lives. That goal requires dedicated work and we are realising it through
choice of priorities, paths and allocation of resources, that promotes gender
equality.
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Gender equality 1s an engine driving social development and genuine change
in society and people's lives. Gender equality is a prerequisite for sustainable
economic development, as well as development of the labour market, and
the welfare state. It is clear that gender equality is part of the solution to
many of the challenges we face in our societies today. Hence, including
gender equality in policy making is smart — it makes better use of resources
spent and it makes policy more efficient. Gender equality is also a matter of
human rights, of democracy and of justice. It is not a gift to women.

In Sweden, we have a telling experience that demonstrates the connection
between economic reforms, allocation of resources and the advancement of
gender equality in society: In the 1970's important reforms were
implemented within the labour market and social policy, such as separate
income taxation [for wife and husband]; gender-neutral parental leave; and
development of affordable public childcare. These reforms pushed gender
equality, and increased women's access to the labour market on an equal
footing with men. Women gained access to gainful employment, and greater
financial independence, which increased their well-being and bargaining
power in the household. These reforms also contributed to the development
of a modern welfare state in Sweden.

Gender equality has contributed to Sweden's high levels of employment and
growth. But it has not happened by itself; it is largely the result of political
decisions. There needs to be commitment to create fair and gender equal
conditions for women and men, girls and boys. Ladies and gentlemen, as
Senior Budget Officials you all play important roles in this. You can make a
difference.

To achieve gender equality the strategy of gender mainstreaming is crucial.
Gender equality is created where resources are allocated, where standards
are set and where decisions are made. In a feminist government, each
minister 1s also a minister for gender equality, responsible for the
advancement of gender equality in their policy areas. As the Minister
responsible for gender equality policy, I work with my colleagues in the
government to ensure that we continue to develop our feminist policy and
work strategically to achieve real change.

While gender mainstreaming is an essential tool it must be combined with
special measures for gender equality. This dual approach is necessary to
move ahead on gender equality. While we must include a gender perspective
when formulating reforms and developing policy we must also be willing to
implement specific policies and actions - and spend money - targeting gender



inequality. For Sweden, this dual approach has been a strategic choice for
implementation of gender equality policy since the mid- 1990's.

Economic policy is crucial for shaping living conditions; how resources are
distributed and what is considered important and is prioritised has a major
effect on women's and men's lives and conditions. The budget process and
the Budget Bill are of key importance in realising the government's policy
and 1t 1s therefore imperative that all budget work is conducted so that
effects and consequences for gender equality is taken into consideration
when decisions are made about policy direction or distribution of resources.

Consequently, gender budgeting is an important part of the government's
efforts to implement a feminist agenda. Economic policy in Sweden is to be
used to increase economic equality and support advancement of gender
equality in society. An extensive effort to further develop gender budgeting
in the state budget is now under way in Sweden. We define gender budgeting
as an application of gender mainstreaming in the budgetary process. Thus, a
gender perspective must be included in the preparation of the government's
Budget Bill from the outset, and by the actors normally involved in the
process.

Our renewed focus on gender budgeting has resulted in improved and more
extensive gender equality analysis and a more systematic use of statistics
disaggregated by sex, among other things.

However, it is not enough that we conduct an analysis of gender impact for a
specific policy, and we must not stop at just presenting statistics
disaggregated by sex. The conditions that apply to women and men, girls and
boys must inform our policy making. As policy makers we have an obligation
to use the data we have at our hands, to rectify gender inequality that we

see.

To move from words to action, we must make gender equality part of all
policy making and we need to allocate adequate resources to implement
policy for gender equality. To this end we have initiated a work to formulate
objectives for gender equality in several highly prioritised and strategic
policy areas. These objectives constitute a way to make concrete how we
can move forward on implementation of our gender equality policy goals,
and realise the government's feminist aspirations. Customised policy
objectives and actions for gender equality, along with indicators to follow up
the result, have been formulated. These strategic policy areas are labour
market, health and social policy, education, foreign and development policy,



and juridical policy.

The Swedish government has recently taken important steps to ensure that
the preparation of the Budget Bill for 2017 is gender mainstreamed. Among
other things, we have a formalised requirement [in the budget circular] that
policy proposals and reforms presented in the Budget Bill must be based on
gender equality impact analyses, and new policy should be developed with a
gender-sensitive approach.

Moreover, a step-by-step guide on how to conduct a gender equality analysis
[in the budget process] has been developed, and trainings are provided for
officials in the Government Offices. Policy statements and formal
requirements are important but we must also provide hands-on, operative
support to people in our organisations.

Let me illustrate the significance of a gender analysis in policy development,
with an example from the realm of education: in Sweden school results differ
significantly between girls and boys, girls perform well and get good grades
while boys lag behind. Girls, on the other hand, suffer from stress related
health issues, and report a higher degree of socio-psychological problems
than their male peers. So, measures to deal with these challenges must take
gendered differences into consideration: health work in schools and efforts
to improve school results must be designed so that they are apt for the needs
and conditions of both boys and girls.

The Swedish government will now continue to enhance our work with
gender budgeting, with a view to ensuring that policy will contribute to
gender equality. A feminist government's policy agenda must be paired with
allocation of resources and a true commitment to making a change.

Ladies and gentlemen, I am convinced that we need to work with gender
budgeting to move ahead on gender equality, create sustainable growth,
development, and social justice. I hope that this afternoon will present an
occasion to exchange thoughts, ideas and experiences that will inspire us to
take new steps towards gender equal budgets. Investments in gender equality
are investments in the future. Half of the world's talent must have the
opportunity to blossom.

Thank you.
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Mr. President, Her Majesty, Ministers, Ambassadors, Special Representative
of The United Nations Secretary-General On Violence Against Children,
Distinguished experts, Ladies and gentlemen,

Thank you all for attending this global high-level conference - Towards
Childhoods free from Corporal Punishment.

Let me congratulate our hosts, the Austrian government, for very fine
arrangements and a much inspiring conference here in beautiful Vienna.

I am very proud that Sweden is a part of this truly global process, where
leaders of the world join together in committing to end corporal punishment
of children.

Today, 49 states have prohibited all corporal punishment of children,
including in the family home. And, at least 54 more states have expressed a
commitment to full prohibition. Still there is a long way to go. According to
The Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children, only 10%
of the world's children are fully protected in law from all corporal
punishment.

kokk
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Almost 40 years ago, the Swedish world famous author Astrid Lindgren
asked how we, as human beings and as a society, could learn to distance
ourselves against using violence. I think that we all can agree upon that this
remains a much urgent question. Her own answer was that it has to start with
the children, as the children of today will eventually take the running of our
world.

Astrid Lindgren thought that what decides if a child was going to become a
warm, open and trusting person or a callous and desctructive one, was up to
those who bring the child into the world. Astrid Lindgren corresponded to
Goethe' belief that: "Uberall lernt man nur von dem den man liebt."

Today, her thoughts on these issues to a large extent have been verified by
research, demonstrating that adults who hit their children in the name of

discipline usually began doing so because they themselves were hit as
children.

kokk

According to article 19 of the Convention on the rights of the child, the child
has the right to be protected from all forms of violence. The UN Convention
on the Rights of the Child is a powerful document. But it only has the power
we, as leaders and representatives, give to it. That's the core reason for my
government's work of making the convention Swedish law.

kkok

We have to acknowledge that not all children grow up in an environment
free from violence. Sweden has long supported the The Special
Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence against Children, Ms
Marta Santos Pais. Let me express our appreciation of her work and her
initiative The High Time to End Violence against Children.

Considering the many challenges ahead of us and the need for global action,
the Swedish government welcomes that the elimination of violence and
exploitation of children are explicit goals in the Agenda 2030.

We are very positive of the establishment of a Global Partnership to end
violence against children in order to support the implementation of these
goals. It is our hope and belief that this Global partnership can bring together
governments, civil society and the private sector to promote and protect the
rights' of the child all over the world. Sweden has expressed interest in



participating in the partnership as a pathfinder country.

As such, we will share good practices and experiences with others. As many
of you know, Sweden was the first country in the world to prohibit all
corporal punishment of children. This legislation, combined with sustained
public education and awareness-raising of the law and of children's right to
protection, together with promotion of positive, non-violent relationships
with children, has proved to be effective. Hopefully, others can learn from
our experiences.

kokk

At the same time, we need to learn as well. Being minister not only for
children but for the Elderly and Gender Equality as well, I would especially
like to draw attention to the relation between gender equality, violence
against women and violence against children. This is something that I think
we need to increase our knowledge about in order to successfully take
measure against violence against children.

A Norwegian study on gender equality among Norwegian parents found that
gender-equal childhood homes were characterised by a lower level of
violence. In fact, the risk of violence in "father-led" homes was almost three
times greater than in gender-equal homes.

As minister for children, gender equality and the elderly, I very agree with
the conclusion of the Norwegian study, that what is "best for the children"
cannot be isolated from issues of gender equality and democracy among
adults."

The Swedish government currently works on a national strategy for a
national strategy against men's violence against women. No doubt, this work
will be beneficial for children as well.

kekok

Let me conclude by once again express my gratitude to our host, the
Austrian government and the distinguished experts who have participated at
this conference. I think that these days illustrate that if we work together to
strengthen children's rights, protect children from all kinds of violence,
supporting parents and building sustainable and equal societies, the results
can be truly amazing.

Thank you.
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"Personer med funktionsnedsittning ska ha mojlighet att verka i1 vardagen pa
lika villkor vad géller delaktighet och tillginglighet. Hinder for minniskors
delaktighet 1 samhillet ska rivas. Det dr en friga om jamlikhet och rittvisa."

Orden kdnner ni forstas igen. Det dr statsministerns ord 1
regeringsforklaringen 2014. Det &r ord som skapar forvintningar. Det dr ord
som forpliktigar. Det géller for alla ministrar och f6r oss som arbetar for
regeringen. Det giller forstds inte minst f6r mig, som har
samordningsansvaret for de hir fragorna.

Jag ar darfor jatteglad att jag har fatt mojligheten att komma hit idag och tala
om regeringens politik pa funktionshinderomradet.

Funktionhinderpolitiken &dr egentligen alla politikomrdden. Det handlar om
jobb och skola, om samhéllsbyggnation och sjukvard, om barndom och
dldreomsorg. Det handlar, inte minst, om ménskliga réttigheter och om en
socialt och ekonomiskt héllbar utveckling.

Jag ska dterkomma till det, men jag vill forst mycket kort ndmna att jag sett
ert remissvar kring forslaget om tolktjanstlag och den skarpa kritik ni dér
framfo6r. Jag kommer inte att gd in pa det 1 mitt svar hir idag, men eftersom
det dr en stor fraga for er och eftersom kritiken &r stark tycker jag det skulle
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kidnnas mirkligt att inte ndmna det.

Jag vill ocksa ndmna att jag sett era forskningspolitiska forslag, som ju delvis
berdr mina myndigheter &ven om mycket ligger hos
utbildningsdepartementet forstis. Spadnnande och viktigt arbete ni gjort dér.

Jag vill séga att jag verkligen uppskattar er rost 1 debatten i allmédnhet men
ocksa specifikt i den hir frigan. Den &r véldigt viktig.

Idag kénns det ocksa naturligt att borja med att sdga nigra ord om den
utredning av LSS och assistansersittningen som regeringen tillsatt. Det dr
forstds en viktig del av funktionshinderspolitiken.

LSS-utredningen

Personlig assistans och lagen om st6d och service (LSS) &r viktiga medel f6r
att omsitta de mélen samt rittigheterna 1 FN:s konvention om rittigheter for
personer med funktionsnedsittning 1 praktisk handling.

De har inneburit att mdnga minniskor med funktionsnedsittning kunnat och
kan leva sina liv med ett bittre stod och 1 storre delaktighet. Att var och en
far stod med sina behov sé att hon eller han kan leva 1 delaktighet 4r en
viktig del av den svenska modellen. Vi kan vara stolta ver ambitionerna
med personlig assistans och LSS. Vi kan kinna oss sdkra pa att det for manga
méanniskor gett storre delaktighet och sjdlvbestammande.

Men vi miste ocks se och agera utifrin de brister om finns. A ena sidan
bristerna i tréffsdkerheten. Jag méter allt for mdnga som beskriver hur de
idag inte far sina rittigheter till godosedda, hur det finns inldsningseffekter 1
exempelvis daglig verksamhet. Vi vet att domar lett till att tillimpningen
inom vissa delar av LSS, exempelvis vad giller ledsagning, blivit sndvare och
ddrmed okat risken for minskad delaktighet f6r personer med
synnedsittningar.

A andra sidan finns det den som politiska debatten ofta handlar om, de
okade kostnaderna. Kostnaderna for assistanserséttningen har pa ungefir tio
ar fordubblats samtidigt som antalet personer som far assistans inte alls 6kat 1
samma utstrackning.

Det dr mot den beskrivna bakgrunden som vi idag tillsitter en 6versyn av
LSS och av assistanserséttningen som ska utveckla insatserna och gora
lagstiftningen mer dndaméilsenlig.



Ett universellt utformat samhaélle

Men trots att den funktionshinderspolitiska debatten ldtt hamnar 1 att handla
om assistansersittning och trots att LSS och assistansersittningen dr otroligt
viktiga, dr funktionshinderspolitiken mycket storre och vi haller just nu pa
med arbetet med den nya funktionshinderspolitiken.

Ett samhélle som haller ihop, ett universellt utformat samhélle, dr ett
samhélle som ser varje individ och skapar generella 16sningar som inkluderar
sa manga mojligt, sa langt det ar mojligt.

Jamlikhet, jamstalldhet och barnets rattigheter

Den nya funktionshinderspolitiken kommer att vara en del 1 arbetet for ett
mer jamlikt samhélle. Vi vet att det idag finns en 6kad risk for fattigdom for
personer med funktiosnedséttning. Det finns 6kad risk for psykisk ohilsa.
Det dr bara tvd symptom som visar att vi dr en bit ifrdn malet om jadmlika
livschanser.

Jamstilldhet maste ocksa bli en tydligare del av politiken. Flickor, pojkar,
kvinnor och mén med funktionsnedséttning ska ha lika makt och méjlighet
att forma sina liv.

Idag finns till exempel osakliga skillnader i behovsbeddmning mellan flickor,
pojkar, kvinnor och méin. Mén far 1 snitt fler timmar beviljade 1
assistansersittning. Det dr ett exempel av manga pa hur olika
rittighetsperspektiv pa politiken kan komplettera varandra och synliggora
strukturer 1 samhéllet.

P& samma sitt ska barns réttigheter genomsyra funktionshinderspolitiken.
Barn ir alltid 1 forsta hand barn och deras bésta ska vara i centrum. Deras
asikter ska tillmitas samma betydelse som vuxnas.

Det pégar, som ni vet, ett viktigt arbete med att géra barnkonventionen till
lag. Det kommer f6rstés att paverka och stirka alla barn. Oavsett
funktionsférmaga. Det stéller ocksad 6kade krav pa kunskap om barns
réttigheter hos savil oss vuxna som hos barn.

Utmaningar och regeringens arbete

Idag stdr vi en bit ifran regeringens mélbild om ett samhélle som héller ihop.



P4 funktionshinderomradet har det for lange gatt for 1dngsamt. Det innebér
samtidigt att det finns det stor potential att skapa fordndring.

For att det arbetet ska lyckas krdvs bade att vi har en tydlig riktning, och att
vi far en klar bild av hur vi bdst nér dit.

Andamalsenlig styrning och prioriteringar

Enligt konventionen betyder universell utformning sddan utformning av
produkter, miljoer, program och tjdnster att de ska kunna anvindas av alla 1
storsta mojliga utstrackning utan behov av anpassning eller
specialutformning.

Hur bygger vi ett samhélle enligt den principen, som &r anvéndbart och
tillgdngligt for alla sa 1angt det dr mojligt? Var och 1 vilka processer maste
kunskapen komma in och hur skapar vi effektiva verktyg for universell
utformning?

Det handlar om nigot s& grundldggande som att veta att de system och
16sningar vi har och tillsdtter lever upp till de ambitioner vi formulerat. Att
de ar tillgdngliga och anvédndbara.

"Hinder for ménniskors delaktighet 1 samhéllet ska rivas. Det dr en frdga om
jamlikhet och rittvisa". Det ska genomsyra alla politikomraden. Tva
omraden som &r helt avgdrande &r forstis arbete och utbildning.

Arbete

Arbete ger forutsittningar for delaktighet, inte minst ekonomiskt och socialt.
Mojligheter till delaktighet och arbete ska gilla alla, oavsett
funktionsforméga. I ett inkluderande och hallbart samhélle arbetar alla som
kan.

Det later sjalvklart nir vi sdger det, men idag star personer med
funktionsnedsittning som medfor nedsatt arbetsformiga for mer dn en
fjardedel av alla inskrivna pd Arbetsférmedlingen. En fjirdedel. Det 4r en
hipnadsvickande siffra.

Regeringen har inlett ett viktigt arbete for att forbéttra matchningen for att
fullt ut ta tillvara all kompetens. Ingen méinniskas vilja att utbilda sig,
forbattra sin kompetens eller ga framat 1 karridren ska forslosas. Ingen ung
ménniskas hopp och forvintan ska sina.



Regeringen har ocksa tillsatt Delegationen for unga till arbete som verkar for
att arbetsmarknadspolitiska insatser mot ungdomsarbetsloshet ska fa storre
genomslag pa lokal niva. Och eftersom unga med funktionsnedsittning dr en
stor del av gruppen unga arbetslosa och eftersom vi vet hur viktigt det ar
med de forsta aren 1 arbetslivet s forstar ni vilket otroligt viktigt jobb den
hir delegationen star infor.

Utbildning

Det gér inte att tala om delaktighet och arbete utan att ocksa tala om
utbildning. Det vi genom skolan ldgger grund for paverkar oss resten av livet.

MEFD har kartlagt och visat att skolorna brister i att ge elever sdrskilda stod.
De brister ocksa 1 att ge ldrarna kompetens och mojlighet att ge det stod som
behovs.

Regeringen prioriterar nu tidiga insatser for alla elever och fler
specialpedagoger. En rdkna-ldsa-skriva-garanti, for alla elever oavsett
funktionsformiga, ska tas fram. Komvux ska bli tillgéngligt for de vuxna som
behover det 2017.

Det &r viktiga steg for att ge alla ménniskor forutsédttningar att vilja sin viag i
livet. Likvil som det dr viktiga steg for att minska arbetslosheten.

Avslutning

I Sverige ska du ha rétt att vara precis den du &dr. Samhillet ska vara till f6r
alla ménniskor och ge lika makt, férutséttningar och mojligheter, vem du ér.
Alla barn ska ges lika goda livschanser. Det samhille jag talar om &r ett
samhdlle baserat pad ménskliga rittigheter, pa delaktighet och pa méangfald.

Det handlar 1 férsta hand om generella, universella, atgérder men nér det
behovs ocksd om individuella atgirder. Alla ska fa det stod den behéver for
att vara delaktig i samhéllslivet. Hinder f6r ménniskors delaktighet ska rivas.

Vi behover tillsammans gora en resa. Vart samhille ska vara ett inkluderande
samhélle for alla.

Tack sa mycket!
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Ladies and gentlemen, distinguished delegates and excellences in the
audience and in the panel,

Our world is bleeding. We are faced with unprecedented humanitarian needs
and levels of global forced displacement. Today, more than 59,5 million
people are displaced worldwide as a result of persecution, conflict,
generalized violence, or human rights violations — the highest number since
the Second World War. UNHCR estimates that the average length of
displacement has stretched to around an astonishing 17 years. This means
that for many, becoming displaced is a life sentence.

This situation certainly concerns us all — and is a fitting reminder as we speak
about Flight and Migration. It is also a fitting narrative for me as the
representative of the world's first Feminist Government.

Among the unprecedented numbers of refugees and internally displaced
people, there are tens of millions of women and adolescent girls. Natural
disasters and conflict impact women, girls, men and boys differently. In
crises, patterns of gender discrimination can be exacerbated leaving women
and girls uniquely vulnerable. The risk for women and girls to become targets
of sexual and gender based violence is furthermore multiplied. A specific
vulnerability in some contexts is child marriage.

Policy answers to the current refugee crisis need both short-term and long-
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term interventions.

In the short-term, all humanitarian responses should include a gender
perspective and address the occurrence of sexual and gender based violence,
a key protection concern and lifesaving activity. Sweden is honoured to take
on the leadership of the "Call to Action on Protection from Gender-based
Violence in Emergencies". A central priority is to promote the inclusion of
the nitiative's principles and actions in the outcomes of the World
Humanitarian Summit.

We must all increase our efforts to prevent and respond to gender-based
violence in humanitarian settings. The Call to Action constitutes an
important platform for this work. I encourage all those here present today —
governments, parliamentarians and other stakeholders - to join the Call to
Action and to make concrete commitments to implement the initiative's
Road Map.

In the long-term, it should be underlined that women should not be seen only
as victims, but also as important actors for peace, stability, security and
prosperity. Therefore, I want to emphasise that the agenda on women, peace
and security is a top priority for the Swedish Government. For Sweden, the
women, peace and security agenda is about promoting change. For that to
happen it takes committed and pro-active political leadership. We need to
act differently to create peaceful and secure societies for all. It is precisely at
times like these — times of crisis and unrest — that we must not hesitate, but
instead be persistent in our efforts to strengthen women as agents for peace.

The rights of women and girls must be ensured in their countries of origin,
along the migrant route, as well as in the country of destination.

I look forward to further discussion on this theme by our distinguished
panellist.

Thank you.
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Mr/Madam Chair,
Excellencies,
Distinguished delegates,

It is an honour for me to address the 60th session of the Commission on the
Status of Women. Sweden aligns itself with the statement made by the
Netherlands on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.

Sweden regards this year's CSW session as an occasion for a strong and
resolute reaffirmation of the 2030 Agenda and of the Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action. The adoption last year of the 2030 Agenda is an
achievement for UN-led multilateralism. Sweden is fully committed to
engaging with other Member States, and all stakeholders, to ensure its
effective implementation both nationally and internationally.

Mr/Madam

Sweden has a feminist government. This reflects a strong commitment and
strong leadership. The Swedish Prime Minister clearly stated his intention to
increase gender equality in the Statement of Government Policy.

One of the expert reports on this year's session points out that the lessons of
the last three decades have taught us that the state has a key role to play in

facilitating a development strategy that promotes gender equality. I am
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firmly convinced that this is the case. In Sweden, the welfare state has
played a pivotal role in advancing gender equality, which has yielded
substantial social and economic returns.

In the creation of the Swedish welfare state, gender equality has been a
major factor in many reforms, and particularly important in the labour
market. Access to affordable child care services and a more equal division of
parental leave have been essential for women's and men's participation in the
labour market. So have individual taxation and sexual and reproductive
rights, including abortion rights. All these reforms have had an important

impact on women's earnings, well-being and bargaining power in the
household.

Gender power relations and traditional gender stereotypes of masculinity
associated with violence stand in the way of women's and girls'
empowerment and gender equality. This is why, we as leaders, must focus
much more on the root causes of violence. More effective prosecution of
perpetrators is essential, as is a greater emphasis on lowering the threshold
for men to seek help to change their violent behaviour. We also need to
invest in violence prevention in schools and municipalities to change norms
and attitudes associated with destructive masculinity, violence and sexist
behaviour.

To promote healthier gender norms to engage men and boys has been shown
to reduce men's violence against women and children.

Mr/Madam Chair,

Sweden will continue to stand up for the rights of all women and girls. Their
access to sexual and reproductive health and rights, including contraception
and safe and legal abortion are crucial. Sweden is deeply concerned that
every year (more than half a million) women die in pregnancy and childbirth,
or from unsafe abortions that disproportionately affect poor women.
Investments in these areas are investments in women's empowerment, in
social justice and in human rights. Unfortunately, women and girls have been
let down in many parts of the world in this respect. They pay a high price for
religious and political fundamentalism.

Like many other countries around the world, Sweden is currently providing
security and safety to people fleeing war, persecution and oppression.

For women and adolescent girls, a crisis can lead to even greater risks of



gender-based violence, including sexual violence, early marriages, and
unintended and unwanted pregnancy. Sweden reaffirms its commitment to
UN Security Council resolution 1325 and subsequent resolutions. While
important steps have been taken, women are still underrepresented in peace
building efforts and in peace negotiations. Therefore, within the framework
of our feminist foreign policy, we have increased our contribution to women,
peace and security issues, with a specific focus on promoting women's
participation in mediation and peace processes.

Sweden is deeply concerned about the rise of new forms of extremism and
fundamentalism that often have the explicit aim of suppressing women's and
girls' enjoyment of their human rights, including honour related violence and
oppression. The Swedish Government therefore stresses the importance of
incorporating a gender perspective in all measures to prevent violent
extremism.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Investments in gender equality are investments in democracy and economic
growth for the future. As stated in both the 2030 Agenda and in the Addis
Ababa Action Agenda, domestic resource mobilisation and political will is
crucial in financing for sustainable development. Governments must allocate
resources to set clear targets and to take action.

Let us continue to work together to ensure that we fulfil the commitments
we made in Beijing and Cairo over 20 years ago and in New York last year.
And let us recall that the empowerment of women and girls is the
empowerment of all humanity!

Thank you.
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'From Vietnam to Nicaragua, from El Salvador to Palestine, from Sahara to
South Africa, across the face of the globe, the flags hang limp and half-mast
in loving memory of this giant of justice who had become a citizen of the
world, a brother and a comrade to all who are downtrodden.'

- Oliver Tambo (President of the African National Congress, 1986)

Few Swedish politicians are as widely known and renowned throughout the
world as Olof Palme. His anti-colonialist and pro-democracy views and
actions attracted admiration and support across much of the world.

However, those same views made Olof Palme a controversial figure, both in
Sweden and on the international stage.

His style of politics was characterised, above all, by the championing of
pacifism and respect for human rights. At global level, Palme was an ally to
developing countries. He condemned the abuses of dictatorships on the right
and the left, criticising the United States for its bombing of civilians in the
Vietnam War, as well as the Communist dictatorships of the Soviet sphere.
He supported the government of Salvador Allende, the cause of the
Palestinian people and the Czechoslovak uprising of 1968. He spoke out for
the boycott of the South African Government during apartheid.

In short, Palme was the founder of Sweden's activist foreign policy. For him,
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its position as a neutral country between opposing Cold War blocs was no
reason to keep quiet. On the contrary, he recognised the opportunity to play
the role of mediator. His views and actions in the international arena
prompted admiration and debate. He gave legitimacy to and generated
international respect for the social democratic model.

At home, Olof Palme worked to strengthen the Swedish welfare system,
which had come into being at the beginning of the 20th century. The success
of the Swedish model continues to be measured by falling income inequality
between the different social classes. Palme enabled those who had
previously been excluded, vulnerable sections of the population and
minorities, to participate in various areas of society.

During his time as Prime Minister, he carried out reforms to improve
working conditions, including employee involvement in decision-making and
a 40-hour working week, and introduced state pensions from the age of 65.

He brought in separate taxation of husbands and wives and a new abortion
law, and expanded state childcare provision, through both public day
nurseries and paternity leave. These reforms created the conditions for
women to be able to enter the job market, which was crucial to the
improvement of their status in Swedish society.

Olof Palme's legacy is still evident in Swedish politics today. Support for a
welfare state, the rule of law, global solidarity and gender equality remain
fundamental pillars of our society.

Since the World Conference on Women in Beijing, now 20 years ago, the
gender equality agenda has been gaining ground all over the planet.
However, progress has been too slow and lack of political will has seen
insufficient funding granted for the implementation of a gender equality
policy in every country.

The present Swedish Government is the first feminist government in the
world. We are working to change this situation, in Sweden and in many
countries around the world, as well as within the European Union and the
United Nations.

Thirty years ago, on 28 February 1986,the Prime Minister, Olof Palme, was
assassinated by an unknown killer while walking around central Stockholm
with his wife after leaving a cinema.



Following his death, Anna Lindh, later Foreign Minister, said: 'A person can
be killed, but ideas cannot. Your ideas will live on through us.' Thank you.



W Regeringskansliet

Tal frén Socialdepartementet

nledningstal av statssekreterare
Pernilla Baralt vid dialog med FN:s
Kommitté for Kvinnokonventionen
om Sveriges jamstalldhetsarbete

Publicerad 26 februari 2016 Uppdaterad 26 februari 2016

Geneva, 19 februari 2016 Opening statement by
Pernilla Baralt, State Secretary to Minister Asa Regnér,
Government of Sweden, at the sixty-third session of the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women. Check against delivery.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Ladies and gentlemen,

It 1s an honour for me and for the Swedish delegation to present Sweden's
combined eighth and ninth report on the implementation of the CEDAW
Convention.

This dialogue is of great importance to my Government, not least because we
are a feminist Government. With this clear statement come high expectations
both from us and from society at large.

The composition of our delegation reflects the broad mandate and scope of
Sweden's policy for promoting gender equality in all areas of governance. I
am joined by representatives from seven ministries who are all actively
involved in the implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women.


https://www.regeringen.se/

Gender equality 1s a fundamental matter of human rights, democracy and
social justice. It is also a precondition and a driver for sustainable growth and
for sustainable welfare.

To combat the discrimination against women and girls is also crucial to reach
the goals of the new 2030 Agenda.

To fight discrimination against women and girls and to reach gender equality
1s a means to ensure that every girl and boy, every women and man, can
reach their full potential.

We are committed to take decisions and to allocate resources to promote
real change, in the daily life of women and men.

Sweden was among the first countries to ratify the Cedaw Convention in
1980. Since then a large number of important laws and transformative
policies have laid the foundation for the level of gender equality we have
today. This progress has to a large extent been driven by the women's
movement.

The Swedish Government is proud of our record on gender equality.
However, we acknowledge that women and girls are still at a disadvantage
relative to men and boys. We therefore welcome this opportunity to be
reviewed and to engage in today’s dialogue on how to fulfil the obligations of
the Convention.

We as a government will also - together with NGOs - step up our efforts to
make the convention more known. As a first step we will translate and
distribute the concluding observations.

Madam Chatr,
Distinguished experts,

Since Sweden presented its combined eighth and ninth CEDAW report in
2014, a new Government has taken office.

I would like to take this opportunity to highlight some of our priorities and
initiatives.

Gender mainstreaming is the main strategy to implement gender equality and
achieve the national gender equality objectives.



Vital for the success of gender mainstreaming is strong leadership. It has
therefore been curial that the Prime Minister, Mr Stefan Lofvén, 1s
committed and outspoken on the importance of gender equality. Each
minister has the task to deliver on gender equality. It is everyone's
responsibility. Training on gender mainstreaming has been provided to all
ministers and state secretaries as well as to key government officials.

Engagement is important but so is competence and knowledge on gender
mainstreaming. Our feminist government has initiated extensive work to
ensure that gender equality has a broad impact in all policy areas. Objectives
and indicators to monitor progress have been set in all key policy areas. This
is also important when it comes to communication and in order to med
accountable as a Government.

Another initiative is the Government's programme to strengthen gender
mainstreaming of government agencies. Since we took office the number of
agencies has increased from 18 to 60.

The national budget is a key tool to reach gender equality.

Ahead of the 2017 budget Bill the Ministry of Finance has stated that all
measures provided by the various ministries must include a gender equality
analysis.

In 2014 the Government commissioned an inquiry to review the gender
equality policy objectives and assess gender equality progress over the last
ten years. A government communication is now being prepared to be
presented to the Swedish Parliament in September 2016. The aim is to have a
systematic approach and to move from projects to sustainable programmes.

Madam Chatr,

Most of the decisions that impact the daily lives of girls and boys, women
and men are taken at the local level: in school, social services and health
care. The Government has taken an active role in supporting municipalities
and regions in their efforts to mainstream gender into their public services.
One example is an agreement between the Government and Swedish
Association of Local Authorities and Regions to implement measures that
involve men and boys in gender equality activities at local level.

The fight against all forms of discrimination is one of the key human rights
objectives of my Government. This includes all forms of discrimination



based on sex, transgender identity or expression, ethnicity, religion or other
belief, disability, sexual orientation or age. Persons exposed to discrimination
on multiple grounds are particularly vulnerable.

An effective legal framework is important in combating discrimination. An
inquiry has been appointed and they will propose ways of better streamlining
anti-discrimination efforts.

To combat discrimination will also be an important part of the new
Government policy on disabilities. As well as to make the Cedaw
Convention more well known.

As part of Sweden's efforts to strengthen the protection of national
minorities, the national strategy for Roma inclusion has a gender equality
perspective. In addition, the Sami Parliament is preparing a new action plan
on gender mainstreaming. It is intended for both staff, members of the
Parliament and the Sami public at large.

Distinguished members of the Committee,
Madam Chair,
I now turn to a few of our policy priorities.

Let me start by underlining that gender equality is not just a 'women's issue’'.
It is a responsibility of and a benefit to the society as whole. It requires the
active contribution and input from women and men, girls and boys.

For instance we have recently introduced a third month of parental leave
reserved for each parent. It has a positive impact on men'’s role as fathers
and on women's employment. It also enables the access of the child to both
parents.

A top priority is to combat men's violence against women. Despite extensive
work, crime data show that men's violence against women is still a very
serious societal problem.

The Government is presently preparing a new holistic strategy to end men's
violence against women. It will be guided by a set of objectives and
indicators to enable improved evaluation and follow up results.

In order to stop men's violence against women, the Government is investing
in violence prevention measures involving schools, counselling centres for



perpetrators and rehabilitation programmes for male offenders, provided by
the Prison and Probation Service.

Furthermore, the Government has allocated more than EUR 10 million per
year to women's shelter organisations, including shelters for women with
substance abuse, women with disabilities and women trapped in prostitution
or human trafficking for sexual purposes.

Women with disabilities are an integrated part of all general programmes
targeting violence against women.

The Swedish Agency for Participation has also recently been commissioned
to prepare a specific action plan targeting this group.

Strong legal protection against men's violence against women, including
sexual offences, is of the outmost importance. The Government has
appointed an inquiry to review the Penal Code's provisions on rape and is
considering introducing a consent-based regulation and a negligence offence
regarding rape.

I would also like to mention our efforts to combat human trafficking and
prostitution. Street prostitution in Sweden has decreased by 50 percent since
1995 as a result of the sexual offenses legislation.

In addition a recent survey indicates that the number of individuals in
prostitution has not increased. An important part of our work is to focus on
preventive and protective interventions and to discourage the demand for
sexual services.

In September 2014 an inquiry was commissioned to analyze the possible
removal of the requirement for dual criminality for purchase of a sexual
service, and thereby making possible a legal trial also when the purchase of a
sexual service has been made abroad.

According to the Government, purchases of sexual services are unacceptable
regardless of where in the world they take place.

Distinguished members of the Committee,

In the area of health and medical care, unacceptable differences between
women and men persist and seem to increase in certain areas.

Illnesses that affect women more often than men tend to be less prioritised in



the health care system.

Mental illness and stress problems are common causes of sick leave, which is
increasing both for women and men; however, the increase is greater among
women. In light of this, the Government has appointed a National
Commission for Equity in Health, which includes a gender perspective in its
work.

The Government has also provided additional funding for health services for
school pupils, in response to findings in national studies that a growing
number of girls and young women are experiencing mental health problems.
Investments in parental support is also done on in order to promote the
psychological health of young boys and girls.

Distinguished members of the Committee,

Promoting equal economic opportunities between women and men is a
fundamental part of the gender equality policy.

Parental insurance, combined with an extensive system of public child care
and elderly care, has made it possible for parents to combine work and
family life.

The Government has commissioned the Swedish Public Employment Service
to tailor activities to promote gender equality in the labour market.

The Government has also commissioned an inquiry to investigate how the
parental insurance scheme can be tailored to contribute to gender-equal
parenting. The Government has also raised the temporary parental benefits,
which are more often used by women.

In recent years, we have seen an increase in temporary employment in the
labour market, which affects women to a greater extent than men. A
legislative amendment has been introduced. It ensures that general fixed-
term employment will be converted into indefinite-term employment if the
aggregate length of employment in a general fixed-term position exceeds two
years.

Another important issue is the right to full-time employment for women.
Full-time should be standard and part-time a possibility. This is a question to
be handled by the social partner on the labour market.

Increased employment levels are particularly important for women born



outside Sweden as well as among women with disabilities. The Government
is working on relevant initiatives.

To prevent gender-based wage discrimination by employers, the Government
has put forward a bill on reintroducing mandatory annual pay surveys.

Another expression of inequality in working life concerns women's
representation. While the Government has attained gender-balanced boards
and management teams in state-owned companies, the private sector is
lagging behind in making use of women's talents. The Government has
emphasised that the proportion of women on boards should be at least 40 per
cent by 2016. If this objective is not achieved by voluntary measures, the
Government will propose legislation on quotas.

Gender equality is also a prerequisite for sustainable regional growth.
Women in rural areas have the same access to basic services, such as health
care and education, as their urban peers, but women leave rural areas for job
opportunities in cities to a greater extent than men. This problem also exists
in some suburban areas.

The need for further efforts to promote gender equality linked employment
and the labour market becomes evident when you look at the pension gap
between men and women. Women have low pensions and, on average,
women also live longer than men.

Measures have therefore been taken to increase women's pensions as part of
the reform to increase the income tax allowance for pensioners.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished experts,

Education is crucial to enable all girls and boys to claim and defend their
rights and achieve their full potential.

The Education Act and the school curricula emphasise that gender equality
should permeate and guide all levels of the school system.

Sadly, there is strong gender segregation in education. A particularly
prominent feature is the existence of 'typically female' fields of study and
'typically male' fields of study.

In order to change this pattern, measures have been taken to improve



educational and vocational guidance to pupils in compulsory, upper
secondary and adult education, so as to provide support for pupils to ensure
their study and career choices are not limited by their gender.

More women than men choose to go on to higher education and there has
been a steady increase in the number of women in academic positions,
except among professors. The proportion of female professors is now about
25 per cent. This is not good enough. We are currently reviewing recruitment
objectives in order to further increase the number of female professors.The
Government has appointed an inquiry to propose measures to create more
attractive conditions for both women's and men's research careers.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished experts,

Recently the Government presented its action plan for a feminist foreign
policy. The aim is to achieve concrete results that enhance both gender
equality and the full enjoyment of human rights by all women and girls

In 2016 particular attention will be devoted to:.

To promote the inclusion and meaningful participation of women in peace
processes, and thereby making women visible as agents of change for peace.

Other priorities will be:

to strengthen the human rights of women and girls in humanitarian settings,to
combat gender-based and sexual violence in conflict and post-conflict
situations, andto enhance the economic empowerment of women as a human
right and a means for inclusive and sustainable development.

The Swedish Foreign Service will also continue to be a driving force for
women's sexual and reproductive health and rights. In 2016 it will devote
special attention to the rights of girls and young people in this context.

Sweden welcomes the adoption of the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable
Development Goals. The effective implementation of the 2030 Agenda is of
the utmost importance, and Sweden recently initiated the implementation
process.

Distinguished members of the Committee,



Sweden and Europe are providing security and safety to women and men
fleeing war, persecution and oppression.

The number of people seeking asylum, particularly unaccompanied minors,
has increased dramatically in Sweden. In 2015 Sweden received 160 000
asylum applicants of which about 35 000 were unaccompanied minors. This
is of course a great challenge for Sweden and also an opportunity. The
reception system and responsible social services are however under a lot of
pressure.

In relation to this situation the government has taken several decision and
new initiatives, including large financial support to the local and regional
level. Initiatives are also taken in order to improve education and entrance
on the labour market.

We also recognise the challenges related to gender and women's rights in this
new situation and are in the process of preparing relevant measures including
increased knowledge on women's rights.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Ladies and gentlemen,

During the preparatory work, women's organisations and other non-
governmental organisations were given the opportunity to comment on the
periodic report. These organisations have played and continue to play a
critical role in pushing for gender equality and women's rights.

On behalf of the Swedish Government, I would like to commend the
Committee on its important work. The discussion today and the comments
on our periodic reports are a vital and inspiring input for us as we continue
the challenge of creating a gender-equal society. My colleagues and I
welcome this opportunity to have a dialogue with the Members of the
Committee.

The Government will organise a press conference in Sweden after the
Committee has issued its recommendations.

Madame Chair, Members of the Committee, thank you for your attention.

We are now prepared to answer any questions you may have to the best of



our ability.
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15 Oktober 2015 Seminariet om barnlitteratur
arrangerades av Sveriges ambassad i Tokyo, Japan, i
samverkan med Svenska Institutet.

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

“Reality is fairy tale enough! No princesses, adventures and men from space
are needed. And above all; no sweet lies.” These words come from Gunilla
Bergstrom, creator of one of the most famous Swedish boys Alfons Aberg,
Over 40 years ago the first books about Alfons was published and it was
followed by many more. Alfons is about five years old and lives with his
father in a suburban area in Sweden. He is using his imagination to solve the
trickiest situations in life.

Sometimes when I listen to Swedish authors like Gunilla Bergstrom and Pija
Lindenbaum and recordings from interviews with Astrid Lindgren I am
amazed how much they still, as adults, can identify themselves with a child.

In my work as Minister for Children this is very inspiring and above all
important. If you cannot put yourself in the child’s position is difficult not to
say impossible to make the right decisions.

The fact that these authors bear the emotions of childhood within them is
reflected in their literature. Their deeper understanding of childhood is used
to write exceptional books, loved by generations of children and their
parents.
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Some authors have also changed people’s mindset on childhood, childrearing
and children’s rights. And one author in particular has had an exceptional
impact on children’s lives.

Astrid Lindgren’s authorship was truly ground breaking in many ways,
starting with Pippi Longstocking who needs no further presentation. Astrid
Lindgren was very dedicated and involved in the debate in Sweden against
corporal punishment of children. Sweden was the first country in the world
who introduced a ban against corporal punishment of children in all settings
in 1979. The year before the legislation was passed Astrid Lindgren held an
unforgettable speech when she received one of her many prices. The speech
was entitled “Never Violence” and is still today remembered as a very
important viewpoint and has ever since been referred to constantly in the
debate on the abuse of children and the mechanisms of violence. The speech
is sadly just as relevant as it was then. Only 9 percent of the world child
population are protected by law against corporal punishment. 45 countries
have joined us in giving children protection under the law and an
encouraging development is that 51 other countries have publicly committed
to achieving a ban. In Sweden we are proud to see the line of original authors
following Astrid Lindgren, reaching out to an increasingly growing audience
internationally.

Childhood is not an experience isolated from the rest of life. Far from it, it is
the base on which we stand on for the rest of our lives and therefore it must
be handled with the outmost of respect. Weather we want to see it or not, we
all have had to learn that childhood doesn’t consist of a row of sunny days
with adults who always know and do what is right. Not even children are
spared the sometimes harsh reality of life such as unreliable friends,
disharmonious relationships, loss and death. And make no mistake, even if
children are spared the direct experience, they know all about it and as
adults we must admit that and treat them as equals. If we pretend that those
parts of life don’t exist, we fail our children.

Many of the new Swedish authors reflect this in their books. Themes like
death, love, friendship, sexuality, different shapes of families are being dealt
with from the child’s point of view, always done with the greatest respect for
the child as a reader.

For me, representing a feminist government who has the protection of
children’s rights and gender equality as top priorities, this makes me even
more proud.



In Sweden the work to make our children good readers are engaging a
growing number of institutions. We can see some worrying figures on the
ability to read among Swedish schoolchildren and this is a very serious
problem, not at least from a democratic point of view. Authors like Martin
Widmark, the creator of the amazingly popular detective stories for young
readers, has taken on this task and are working actively to encourage
children to read, and to read a lot. We all know what we have to achieve in
this fight and we can’t lose it.

Japanese literature has indeed enriched Swedish youth culture through
manga, which has not only attracted young readers but also inspired
cartoonists and artists. The artist Ryoij Arai has been awarded the Astrid
Lindgren Memorial Award and has trough that reached many Swedish
readers. Authors like Akaba Akaba and Michio Mado are also appreciated
and known in our part of the world.

And I know a middle aged man living with his cat in a somewhat
unconventional, but still charming, house has reached your hearts. We are
very happy and proud that Pettson and Findus are appreciated by our
Japanese friends.

Gunilla Bergstrom says that life is a peerless enigma. We as adults can with
the help of books guide our children to discover the world around them with
curiosity and respect. With these words I would like to invite you into the
world of Swedish literature for children. Take your time and bear in mind
that many of these books are real masterpieces, having conquered
enthusiasm of our most critical readers!

Thank you!

Asa Regnér
Barn-, dldre- och jamstélldhetsminister
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Det talade ordet géller.
Tack for att jag blivit inbjuden till Socialchefsdagarna!

I min portfo]j ligger alltsd hela socialtjanstpolitiken inklusive dldreomsorg
och stdd till personer med funktionsnedsittning samt dvergripande
jamstélldhetsfragor och barnritten, frigor som ni som chefer inom
socialtjansten arbetar med dagligen 1 Sveriges kommuner.

I ar ar temat for Socialchefsdagarna Social hallbarhet, vilket passar bra ihop
med regeringens politik. Vi gor 1 var forsta egna hostbudget stora satsningar
for social hallbarhet, jag aterkommer till det senare.

Socialtjinstens uppdrag i ett land kan ses som ett (av flera) matt pa hur
landet tar sig an sitt vélfirdsuppdrag. Jag dr dérfor stolt 6ver Sverige och
over flera av intentionerna 1 vér socialtjinstlag dir vi bland annat uttrycker
méal om ekonomisk och social trygghet, jimlikhet i levnadsvillkor och lyfter
fram ett starkt barnperspektiv.

Ni och era medarbetare dr en stomme 1 produktionen av landets vilfird, 1
motet med vdra gamla, nyanlidnda, barn 1 olika typer av utsatthet, personer
med missbruksproblematik, personer med funktionsnedsittning, personer 1
behov av ekonomiskt bistand, valdsutsatta kvinnor, andra brottsoffer,
brottsutovare samt bostadslosa.

Socialtjansten behover ateruppréttas och socialtjanstens sjalvkinsla behover
stdrkas. De unika kompetenserna och socialtjdnstens uppdrag behdver
tydliggbras och yrkesstoltheten vixa.

Det dr ni som har den professionella kompetensen att se varje kvinnas och
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mans, flickas och pojkes situation och behov och tillsammans med hen jobba
fram losningar for att stdrka hen till ett tryggt och sjalvstandigt liv.

Dirmed inte sagt att socialtjinsten ska l6sa allt at alla. Andra system maste
fungera for social och ekonomisk trygghet sa ni kan dgna er &t det ni ar
experter pa — stdd till kvinnor, mén, flickor och pojkar i olika typer av
utsatthet, dldreomsorg och stod till personer med funktionsnedséttning.

Socialtjinsten dr samhillets yttersta skyddsnét. Den tidigare férda politiken
inom socialforsékringssystemet, arbetsloshetssystemet och det laga
bostadsbyggandet har medfort att socialtjénsten fatt trdda in och hitta
individuella l6sningar pé strukturella problem, att personer fatt vénda sig till
socialtjdnsten for att under ldng tid fa hjilp med sin f6rsérjning eller att 16sa
sin boendesituation.

Vi ser ocksa undantriangningseffekter, att socialtjansten inte alltid klarar sitt
grunduppdrag och att grupper stélls mot varandra, nér socialtjanstens
resurser ska réicka at allt fler som star utanfor ordinarie system.

Det dr viktigt att insatserna fran socialtjansten &r likvirdiga och ges med
respekt for ménniskors behov och integritet. Oskaliga skillnader 1
bedomningar och insatser beroende pé kon ska inte forekomma.

Oversyn av socialtjanstlagen

Behoven hos vara medborgare och férvédntningarna pa sociala tjénster ser
annorlunda ut idag &n nir socialtjinstlagen antogs pa 1980-talet.
Socialtjdnstlagen dr en gammal lag som har blivit ett ndrmast o6verblickbart
lappverk med bade 6vergripande malformuleringar och inom vissa omraden
detaljerade bestimmelser.

Socialtjanstlagen behover ses 6ver och moderniseras, 1 bred delaktighet med
bland annat er och de som anvéinder era tjinster. Om detta ska Per-Anders
Suneson prata mer om bdde 1 en storforeldsning och pé ett seminarium
imorgon.

Socialtjanstens forutsittningar och uppdrag paverkas av minga faktorer 1 vér
omvérld och 1 samhéllet. Just nu har vi en for vér tid extrem flyktingsituation
1 virlden dir Sverige utifran var virdegrund tar ett stort ansvar, vilket bl.a.
paverkar socialtjinsten som moéter manga som kommer till Sverige, inte
minst de ensamkommande barnen.



Stasminister Stefan Lofven kommer att kalla till en nationell samling, Sverige
tillsammans, for en dnnu bittre etablering. Kommuner, regioner,
civilsamhéllet, idrottsrorelsen, trossamfund, myndigheter, néringsliv och
fackforeningar med flera bjuds in for att ta fram de bésta 16sningarna for ett
starkt svenskt mottagande.

Den generella vilfdarden dr oovertridffad for att jimna ut livsvillkor och skapa
trygghet. Nedskdrningar ersitts nu med nya investeringar nér regeringen
satsar 8,9 miljarder pa jobb och utbildning varav 5,5 miljarder pé bostider,
2,9 miljarder pa en stirkt och jamlik skola, avskaffar den bortre tidsgrénsen 1
sjukforsdkringen, 6kar kommunernas ersittningar for flyktingmottagandet,
sdnker skatten for pensionirer, hojer fordldrapenningen och hojer
underhallsstodet for ensamstdende fordldrar.

De hir generella satsningarna hoppas vi ska bidra till att socialtjansten kan
fokusera mer pé sitt kdrnuppdrag — att ge omsorg till dldre och
funktionsnedsatta, hjédlpa kvinnor och mén 1 social utsatthet att hitta végar till
ett tryggt fungerande liv, ge stéd och skydd till utsatta barn m.m. och inte
behova ldgga resurser pd att trolla fram bostdder, eller hantera gamla, sjuka,
arbetslosa eller nyanldnda med langvarigt beroende av ekonomiskt bistand.

Miljardsatsning pa den sociala barn- och ungdomsvarden

Regeringens och min ambition &r att Sverige ska vara ett av de allra bista
linderna att vixa upp 1! Varje flicka och pojke ska, oavsett bakgrund eller
funktionsforméga, kunna kinna sig trygg och ges de bista férutsittningarna
for att utveckla sin potential, att kunna vixa som en fritt tinkande ménniska
och kunna delta pa egna villkor 1 samhéllsutvecklingen.

Den sociala barn- och ungdomsvéarden é&r satt under hart tryck, av flera skal.
Okat barnperspektiv i samhéllet och utvecklad samverkan har lett till att
barns situation uppmédrksammas mer och pa ett mer systematiskt sitt, vilket
har lett till fler anmélningar till socialtjénsten.

Okade krav pa rittssikerhet, systematik och uppféljning har lett till mer
administration, (ibland kanske for mycket), och det kraftigt 6kande antalet
ensamkommande barn som kommer till Sverige ska alla utredas, placeras och
foljas upp av er.

Vi behover dppna upp for barn, unga och fordldrar som medskapare i den
sociala barn- och ungdomsvérden. [ var iver att vara duktiga och gora ritt
ska vi inte glomma att frdga dem vi dr till {or, de dr det tredje benet i en



evidensbaserad socialtjdnst.

Det ar f6r hog personalomséttning i individ- och familjeomsorgen i stort och
inte minst inom barn- och unga. Aven ganska minga av er chefer svarar i
olika undersdkningar att ni vill byta arbete. Det hir &r mycket oroande. I en
kunskapsbaserad verksamhet &r personalen den storsta tillgaingen och
ledarskapet en avgorande faktor.

Ansvariga pa sévil statlig som kommunal nivd maste ta situationen pa allvar
och utifrén sitt ansvar skapa forutsdttningar for verksamheten att klara sitt
uppdrag. Socialtjinstens uppdrag, yttersta ansvar och forutséttningar for att
klara det &r en fraga for hogsta politiska ledningen 1 kommunerna.

Regerinen satsar en miljard pa den sociala ungdomsvarden fram till 2019.
Satsningen kommer framf6rallt gi till att stdrka upp bemanningen, men
ocksé for att fortsédtta arbetet med kompetens och kvalitetsutveckling, Det
framsta syftet &r att stirka stodet till barn och unga 1 utsatthet, men det &r
ocksa en jamstilldhetssatsning for att stirka ett kvinnodominerat yrke. Det
ar manga duktiga kvinnor som genom individuella l6sningar hanterar
organisatoriska problem inom socialtjénsten.

Ett forsta steg dr, utdver den pagdende kompetenssatsningen med statliga
medel till kommunerna for kompetenshdjande insatser, att Socialstyrelsen
har ett uppdrag att ta fram ett webbaserat stod for yrkesintroduktion for ny
socialsekreterare 1 den sociala barn- och ungdomsvérden. Det kommer finnas
tillgdngligt under borjan av 2016.

Socialstyrelsen har ocksé i uppdrag att anskaffa uppdragsutbildningar till
socialsekreterare 1 den sociala barn- och ungdomsvérden och chefer och
arbetsledare inom individ- och familjeomsorgen. Socionomutbildningen 4r en
bred grundutbildning for ménga yrken och tillging till vidareutbildning &r
angeldget. Det dr ocksa viktigt att arbetsgivarna skapar forutséttningar for
kompetens- och yrkesutveckling.

Flera av er har redan triffat Cecilia Grefve, regeringens nationella
samordnare for den sociala barn- och ungdomsvéarden. Hon reser runt till 52
kommuner och for att driva pa stédja utvecklingen lokalt, men hon
rapporterar dven regelbundet till mig om vad hon ser att staten kan gora for
att stoddja kommunerna. Hennes iakttagelser och de inspel ni gor till henne ar
viktiga 1 regeringens beddmning av kommande insatser. Cecilias uppdrag
pagar till april 2017. Cecilia kommer dven ha ett seminarium under
eftermiddagen idag.



Inom Cecilias uppdrag gors tidsmétning av hur socialsekreterare och
arbetsledare anvinder sin arbetstid. Av de métningar som gjorts hittills
framkommer att cirka en timme om dagen ldggs pa direkt tid med barn,
ungdomar och fordldrar och néstan ingen tid alls pa egen yrkesutveckling.
Det borde bli en vickarklocka f6r oss alla om att pendeln kanske gatt for
l&ngt nir det giller dokumentation och administration. Utan att forringa det
kvalificerade arbetet med att sammanstilla och analysera
utredningsmaterialet s& miste det ju, om jag hirddrar det lite, rimligen vara
viktigare att gora rétt for barnen, ungdomarna och fordldrarna én for
kontrollfunktionerna.

Antalet ensamkommande barn 6kar som vi alla vet kraftigt. Migrationsverket
prognos om 12 000 barn under 2015 ser ut att 6verskridas. Vi 4r medvetna
om vilka anstringningar ni gor for att hitta en placering som é&r bra for varje
barn. Vi dr ocksd medvetna om att era planeringsférutsittningar inte &dr de
bista utifrdn de anvisningar som gors idag.

Regeringen kommer att hoja de statliga ersittningarna fér mottagandet och
infora ett schablonsystem for ersittningen av varddygnskostnaden i syfte att
forenkla administrationen och anvinda resurser effektivt.

Regeringen avser vidare att foresla atgirder for att skapa ett sammanhéillet
system som skapar forutsédttningar for en effektiv asyl- och
atervindandeprocess, samtidigt som det frimjar en snabb etablering i arbets-
och samhillslivet for de personer som beviljas uppehéllstillstind, samt bidrar
till att ge kommuner och landsting goda planeringsférutséttningar s att en
l4ngsiktighet 1 mottagandet kan frimjas.

Regeringen avser att inom kort 14gga fram en proposition om att inféra
stddboende som en ny placeringsform for aldersgruppen 16-20 ar.
Malgruppen ér alla ungdomar som ni bedémer kan vara i behov av ett eget
boende med stéd, men en stor malgrupp ar troligen ensamkommande barn
och ungdomar med uppehillstillstind som inte alltid &r 1 behov av vérd och
behandling utan mer behéver boende med stod.

Barnkonventionen till svensk lag

For 25 ar sedan ratificerade Sverige barnkonventionen. Det
barnrittspolitiska arbetet har kommit en bra bit pa vig men det finns
fortfarande mycket kvar att gora. Vi vet att barn 1 utsatta livssituationer inte
alltid fér sina rittigheter tillgodosedda. Och vi vet att dessa barn inte alltid
kanner till sina egna réttigheter. Det krdver en levande, lyhord och langsiktig



barnrittspolitik som vagar gi 1dngt fram 1 ledet. Dér har vi som politiker och
chefer en viktig roll da vi som ledare sétter agendan dér vi dr och verkar.

FN:s barnrittskommitté beddomer att Sverige dr ledande pd manga omrdden
nir det géller att leva upp till barnkonventionen, men att det finns utrymme
till forbattringar, sirskilt nér det giller barn 1 utsatta situationer.

Regeringen avser att gbra barnkonventionen till svensk lag,
Barnrittighetsutredningen ska redovisa sitt uppdrag till regeringen 1 februari
2016.

Undersokningar av Barnombudsmannen visar att den av riksdagen antagna
strategin for att stdrka barnets rittigheter 1 Sverige har blivit mer kidnd och
att utvecklingen gar framat men att det finns stort behov av fortsatt stod pa
nationell, regional och lokal niva.

Socialstyrelsen och Barnombudsmannen har ocksa ett pdgdende uppdrag att
utforma och sprida information anpassad till barn, unga och foéréldrar om
socialtjdnstens uppdrag och att stimulera kommunerna till att utveckla och
tillgingliggora sin information till barn och unga. Uppdraget ska redovisas 1
december 1 4r.

Véld mot barn uppmirksammas 1 allt hogre utstrickning vilket dr bra. Vi
behover utveckla kunskap om véld och 6vergrupp mot barn och insatser for
att forebygga, uppticka, skydda och stodja. Regeringen har dirfor beslutat
att ge LinkOpings universitet 1 uppdrag att skapa ett nytt nationellt
kunskapscenter for vald och 6vergrepp mot barn.

Regeringens satsningar for att 6ka sysselsédttningen &r det viktigaste for att
minska behovet av ekonomiskt bistind. Regeringen avser att avskaffa
fritidspengen och istéllet hdja barnnormen 1 f6rsérjningsstodet med
motsvarande summa, 81 miljoner kronor. Dirutdver satsar regeringen
ytterligare 100 miljoner kronor for att ytterligare h6ja barnnormen.

Alla barn ska ha mgjlighet till bra aktiviteter pa sommarlovet. Darfor avser
regeringen att avsétta 200 miljoner kronor per ar 2016-2019 for ett statligt
sommarlovsstdd till kommuner som satsar pa att utveckla kostnadsfria
sommarlovsaktiviteter.

I januari 1 ar tillsatte regeringen Martin Valfridsson som nationell samordnare
for utsatta EU/ESS-medborgare som vistas tillfélligt 1 Sverige. Hans uppdrag
ir att stodja det arbete som utférs av myndigheter, kommuner, landsting och



organisationer som méter dessa personer. Speciellt komplicerade fragor ar
kommuner med mer eller mindre ’bofasta” EU-medborgare och skolgdngen
till deras barn.

Martin Valfridsson ska presentera sin rapport 1 februari 2016. Han kommer
ocksa att hélla ett seminartum hér imorgon.

Reglerna om fri rorlighet innebér en 1dngtgdende ritt for EU/ESS-
medborgare och deras familjemedlemmar att réra sig fritt i Sverige. De flesta
utlindska medborgare som befinner sig 1 Sverige och tigger pa gatorna
kommer frdn Ruménien och Bulgarien.

Sverige har upprittat ett samarbetsavtal med Ruménien som rér barn-,
jamstélldhet- och vilfardsfragor och syftar till att forbéttra situationen for
utsatta minniskor 1 bdda linderna. Ett samarbetsavtal diskuteras dven med
Bulgarien.

Kommunerna har det yttersta ansvaret for att ge stod till personer som visats
1 kommunen. For den som vistas 1 Sverige tillfilligt géller det enligt praxis
akut nodhjilp 1 form av hjélp till hemresa, nattlogi och mat i1 avvaktan pa
hemresa. Fragan har vidgats till att forutom socialtjansten involvera tekniska
forvaltingar 1 kommuner, polis, kronofogdemyndigheten m.fl. Kommunen
har dock ett sdrskilt ansvar nér géller stod och skydd till barn som vistas 1
Sverige.

Malet &r att ingen ska behova aka till Sverige for att tigga och att de ska bli
bemotta med vérdighet och respekt nér de &r hir. Regeringen avser inte att
forbjuda tiggeri.

En ny ANDT strategi ska paborjas under 2016. I den framtida strategin ska
savil ett jamlikhets- som ett jamstédlldhetsperspektiv gilla.

Regeringen kommer fortsétta stodja lokalt utvecklingsarbete for att stirka
den medicinska sidkerheten for personer som omhéndertas enligt lagen
omomhéndertagande av berusade personer m.m.

Varden och omsorgen om &ldre kvinnor och mén utgdr en central del av
vilfardspolitiken och berér manga ménniskor. Det dr grundliggande att dldre
kvinnor och mén med behov av omsorg ska ha tillgang till en rittvis,
likvirdig och jamlik dldreomsorg oavsett var 1 landet de bor.

Aldreomsorg ska vara jamstilld. Det finns skillnader i delaktighet och
jamstélldhet mellan kvinnor och mén 1 socialtjinsten — dven 1 dldreomsorgen.



Politikens inriktning 4r att bidra till jimstidlldhet genom att undanrdja
oskdliga skillnader baserat pa kon gillande bemétande, behovsbedomning,
innehall och omfattning av insatser.

Regeringen vill under den hdr mandatperioden utveckla nya mal och en ny
inriktning for dldrepolitiken. For att nd dit har regeringen beslutat att ta fram
en nationell kvalitetsplan. Syftet dr langsiktigt sédkra utvecklingen av god
kvalitet 1 den framtida dldreomsorgen. Den ska stimulera till innovationer
och ett hélsofrimjande arbete pa alla nivaer. Regeringen vill sérskilt betona
att 6vervdganden och forslag ska kunna bidra till att stidrka utvecklingen av
en jamlik och jamstilld dldreomsorg.

Jag anser att det nodvéndigt att arbetet kring framtidsfragor sker 1 nédra
samspel med de dldre sjdlva, anhoriga, personal, kommuner och andra
utforare. Jag kommer dérfor att genomfora ett antal kommunbesdk under
hosten och nésta var. Jag besokte Linkoping den 25 sept och fortsétter nu 1
oktober till Ostersund. Syftet med mina besok ér att fora en dialog kring
regeringens dldrepolitik , lyssna in och fa synpunkter frin de éldre sjélva,
anhoriga och personalen for att pa sa sitt fa en bild av situationen 1
dldreomsorgen och av andra saker som ror dldre kvinnors och méns liv.

Aldre personer i behov av vird och omsorg ska kunna lita pa att virden och
omsorgen dr av god kvalitet och att det finns tillrdckligt med personal med
lamplig utbildning och erfarenhet for att utféra den. Bemanning dr en central
faktor som paverkar kvaliteten. Déarfor satsar regeringen totalt 4 miljarder
kronor pa att 6ka bemanningen inom dldreomsorgen.

Kunskapssatsning for farre fallolyckor

Regeringen gor en kunskapssatsning inom dldre- och
funktionshinderomsorgen som omfattar 200 miljoner kronor under 2016.
Satsningen &r ett komplement till bemanningssatsningen och riktas till
personal inom &ldre och funktionshindersomradet. Satsningen mojliggor
utvecklingsinsatser for att 1angsiktigt minska kunskapsluckor bland annat vad
giller det fallférebyggande arbetet och insatser inom demensomradet. Inom
insatserna ska ett jamstdlldhetsperspektiv integreras, sédrskilt inom
bistandsbedomningen dir skillnader har uppmérksammats.

Stodet ska stimulera ombyggnation och nybyggnation av bostéder for dldre
for privata och kommunala aktorer med syfte att forbittra tillgdngligheten,
oka mojligheten till gemenskap samt frimja kvarboende.



Regeringen avser att avsitta medel 2016-2018 for att genomfora ett
kartlaggningsarbete for att fa underlag for att bygga upp ett langsiktigt,
malinriktat och koordinerat arbete inom demensomradet. Demenssjukdomar
har omfattande konsekvenser for den enskilde, for niarstadende och for hela
samhillet. Samordning av och ett mer strukturerat och malsatt
utvecklingsarbete behdvs mellan de olika samhillssektorer som berors av
fragan.

Regeringen avser att avsitta medel for 2016 -2018. Fallolyckor dr den
olyckstyp som leder till flest dodsfall, flest antal inldiggningar pa sjukhus.
Samhéllskostnaderna for fallolyckor uppgick 2012 till 24,6 miljarder kronor.
Fallolyckorna dkar trots de satsningar som tidigare regering gjort.

Det svenska samhéllet bygger pa respekt for de ménskliga rattigheterna, dér
alla ménniskors lika vdrde och enskilda ménniskors frihet och virdighet star i
centrum. God kvalitet, kompetens, likabehandling, och réttssékerhet ska
préigla stodverksamheter till personer med funktionsnedséttningar.
Verksamheterna ska préglas av en helhetssyn och insatser ska sd langt det &r
mdjligt samordnas.

LSS och assistansreformen har pa ett avgorande sétt forbattrat
levnadsvillkoren for kvinnor, mén, flickor och pojkar med omfattande
funktionsnedsittningar. Regeringen anser dérfor att det dr angeldget att
vérna dessa reformer.

Det finns dock problem med lagstiftningarna. Det rér bl.a.
kostnadsutvecklingen och bristfillig lagstiftning inom assistansersittningen,
insyn 1 utférande av personlig assistans for dem som beviljas
assistansersittning samt réttssékerhet, likvirdighet och kvaliteten i insatserna
enligt LSS. Problemen i1 LSS och assistansersédttningen gor att en dversyn av
lagstiftningarna dr nodvéndig. Inom Regeringenskansliet pagar nu ett arbete
med att forbereda en utredning.

Regeringen avser att fortsitta kompetenssatsningen for handldggare som
hanterar drenden enligt LSS. Till denna satsning kommer en ny nationell
utbildning riktad till baspersonal inom funktionshindersomradet.

Funktionshinderspolitiken ska syfta till att fraimja forutsattningar for fullt
atnjutande av ménskliga rittigheter for flickor, pojkar, kvinnor och mén med
funktionsnedsittning. Funktionshinderspolitiken ska ses som en del 1 arbetet
med att implementera FN:s konvention om réttigheter for personer med
funktionsnedséttning.



Arbetet med jamlikhet 1 levnadsvillkor och samhéllets gemensamma
ansvarstagande dr fortsatt angeldgna fragor. Den nuvarande strategin for
funktionshinderspolitiken avslutas ar 2016. Regeringen inleder darfér under
2016 ett arbete med en ny funktionshinderspolitik.

God tillgdng till funktionella hjalpmedel dr en forutséttning for att personer
med funktionsnedséttning ska kunna vara delaktiga 1 samhéllslivet.

Huvudminnen, dvs. kommuner och landsting, dr skyldiga att erbjuda
habilitering, rehabilitering och hjilpmedel. Staten har en viktig roll pa
hjidlpmedelsomrddet genom bland annat nationellt kunskapsstod och
statistikforsorjning.

Tillgangen till hjdlpmedel varierar stort 6ver landet liksom regler och
avgifter. Regeringen vill arbeta for en mer likvardig tillgang till hjdlpmedel
over landet och minskade skillnader i avgifter och regelverk. Regeringen
inleder dérfor ett arbete for att ta fram ett nationellt regelverk och ett samlat
huvudmannaskap for hjalpmedel.

Jamstilldhetsintegrering sker 1 hela politiken. Kvinnor och mén ska ha
samma makt att forma samhéllet och sina egna liv. Vérldens forsta
feministiska regering genomfor nu en politik som 6kar jamstédlldheten mellan
mén och kvinnor. Véra generella vilfiardssatsningar och de specifika
satsningarna pa socialtjanstpolitiken ska bidra till 6kad jamlikhet 1 samhillet.

Det ska ocksa bidra till 6kad jimstélldhet genom att socialtjanstens
bedomningar och insatser 1 6kad omfattning ska genomsyras av ett
jamstélldhetsperspektiv och for att satsningar pé socialtjénsten dr ytterst
vilbehovliga pa ett kvinnodominerat omrdde vars status behdver hojas!

Tack!



W Regeringskansliet

Tal frén Socialdepartementet

Tal vid PROs kongress

Publicerad 12 juni 2015 Uppdaterad 12 juni 2015

Det &r roligt att f4 vara hir och bestka kongressen hos en riktig folkrorelse.
Ténkte pa det nédr jag laste lite 1 era handlingar. 243 motioner och med stor
spannvid, fran sjukvard och dldreomsorg till den digitala klyftan. Det &r ju s&
en vital organisation ska fungera. Aktiva medlemmar som vill och kan
paverka och fordndra. Som ser sin organisation som ett verktyg att féréndra,
att skapa en béttre framtid

Lat mig inleda med att fraga er:

Vem dr egentligen dldre i vart samhdille ndr vi har fem generationer som
lever sida vid sida?

Oavsett dlder, kon, etnicitet, funktionsformaga eller sexuell liggning ska
ingens rattigheter diskrimineras eller ndgon utestdngas fran delaktighet 1
samhillet. Aldre personer ska ha lika tillgang till de ménskliga rittigheterna
som yngre. Aldre minniskor precis som yngre ska ha ritt till ett jamlikt stod
fran samhéllet nir de blir sjuka eller far en funktionsnedsittning. Vi behdver
betrakta oss kvinnor och mén 1 ett livsperspektiv dir vara olika
forutsittningar och behov styr vért behov av stéd frdn samhillet. Inte det
faktum att vi har fyllt 65, 75 eller 854r.

Ambitionen for vart vélfirdssamhélle bor vara att oavsett hur gammal du &r,
om du klarar dig sjélv eller behdver hjédlp och omsorg, ska du ha mojlighet till
ett liv som du sjilv 6nskar och som du trivs. Kommer ni ihdg visan de sjong i
TV programmet Macken-" Det ska vara gott att leva.” Om nagot borde vl
det vara en kort sammanfattning av vilfirdsstatens ambition.

En annan fraga jag vill stdlla dr om respekten for ménskliga rdttigheter
starkast ndr vi mdnniskor dr som svagast? som barn och gamla?

Jag dr riadd att svaret pa den frigan inte ir ett entydligt ja! Aldrepolitiken ska
darfor syfta till att sdkerstilla rittigheter och trygghet for alla, 4ven den som
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har stora och komplexa behov av stdd.

Nar vi talar om &ldre 4r det ldtt att se alla som en homogen grupp. Men inget
ar ju mer fel. Nér vi blir dldre blir skillnaderna mellan oss storre. Det liv vi
levt har préglat oss.

Klasskillander ackumuleras, ar av 16neskillnader laggs till r och detta blir
tydligt ndr man bli dldre 1 form av skillnader i pension. Vi vet ocksé att den
som haft ett liv 1 stress och slit, som har haft svart att fi ekonomin att g
thop, har storre risk att drabbas av demens.

Ser vi till hur lange méinniskor lever blir konstrasterna stora. Den som bor 1
Djursholm f6rvéntas leva 7 ar langre dn den som bor 1 de mer fattiga
fororterna.

Medellivslingden for mén dr 1 Danderyd 83,3 ar 1 Ljusnarsberg 74, 4 ar. For
kvinnor dr den hogst 1 Lidingd med 86,2 ar och ldagst 1 Norsjé med 79,5 ér.
De hér skillnaderna beror ju inte pd slumpen utan dr tydliga uttryck for att
klassamhéllet lever kvar.

Genom era undersékningar om pensionédrernas ekonomi, har vi ocksa fatt
tydligt pd print att manga pensionérer lever under knappa villkor.

Drygt 200.000 pensiondrer i Sverige lever under EU:s fattigdomsgrins, av
dem &r 70 procent kvinnor. Fattigdomsgransen ligger pa knappt 11.000
kronor. Manga pensionérer har ldga pensioner utan att ligga under denna
grans. Om genomsnittet for mén ligger pa 18. 750 kronor per manad 12.700
for kvinnor, dr det ldtt att forsta att en stor grupp har svart att fa sin ekonomi
att ga runt.

Det &r alltsa stora skillnader mellan att vara pensiondr och arbeta men inom
gruppen pensiondrer dr klyftorna stora. Inte minst dr konsskillnaderna stora

De hir skillnaderna beror ju inte pa slumpen utan &r tydliga uttryck for att
inkomstskillnader och ojdmstélldhet lever kvar, ndr man ldmnar arbetslivet.

Det handlar alltsd om politik, vilket samhille vi vill ha. Nér jag ldser era
motioner ser jag sa tydligt ett engagemang bekdmpa dessa samhillsoréttvisor.
Detta engagemang, denna vilja férenar oss. Vi har en regering som vill
minska de klyftor som under de tva forra mandatperioderna 6kade och
drabbade vissa med kraft. Sedan vet jag att ni tycker vi borde géra mer.

En god ekonomisk utveckling ocksé for de édldsta



Som ett steg att utjimna klyftorna foreslar vi en sdnkning av den sk
pensionérsskatten. Ni som ldste DN igar kunde ldsa om var reform.

Vi har ju utlovat att pa sikt undanréja skatteklyfta mellan pensiondrer och
yrkesverksamma. Detta &r forsta steget. 1, 4 miljoner personer eller 70
procent av alla pensionérer berdrs av forslagen om sinkt skatt och hgj
bostadstilligg. Inriktningen 4r mot dem som har riktigt ldga pensioner med
berdr alla med inkosmter upp till 20.000 kronor per mdnad. En pensionir
med 10.000 kronor i mdnanden far sénkt skatt med runt 250 kronor per
méanad.

Vad giller bostadstilligget berdrs 250.000 personer, nir det hojs frén 93
procent till 95 procent av boendekostnader upp till 5000 kronor. Sankning av
skatt och hojt bostadstilligg kostar 2 miljarder

Négon vill sdkert fraga. Ska ni inte hoja taket for avgifter inom
dldreomsorgen. D& minskar ju den disponibla inkomsten

Ska forst siga att det inte dr ett firdigt forslag. Utan en remiss. Det firdiga
forslaget vet vi forst 1 samband med hostbudgeten.

I forslaget hojs avgiftstaket med maximalt 220 kronor. Idag dr hogsta
avgiften 1780 kronor. Drygt 300.000 har idag insatser fran dldreomsorgen
av dem far 78.000 en hojd avgift. 75 procent berdrs alltsd inte. Slar vi thop
effekterna av hojt bostadstilldgg och hojd avgift kommer drygt 230.000
personer fa en hogre disponibel inkomst. Lagger vi till effekterna av den
sinkta skatten kommer dnnu fler fa h6jd inkomst. For vissa en rejél
inkomstokning med mer &n 3000 kronor per ar. Det dr de med de laga
inkomsterna som drar storst nytta av dessa fordndringar.

Aldrepolitiken ska skapa forutsittningar for jamlikhet, delaktighet och
trygghet och stimulera dldre kvinnor och mén att leva ett aktivt och gott liv
efter arbetslivets slut. Regeringen vill bidra till att stdrka och ta till vara
dldres rattigheter, starka den enskildes sjdlvbestdammande, forebygga
diskriminering och 6vergrepp och stérka réttssdkerheten 1 kontakten med
dldreomsorgen.

De flesta dldre kvinnor och mén lever ett ganska aktivt liv. Har fa krdmpor.
Forst vid 85 ars alder har hilften ndgon form av insatser fran dldreomsorgen.
Utvecklingen #r naturligtvis fantastisk. Aven om alla inte har det si bra och
dven om klyftorna &r stora, har vilfardssamhéllet &nda lett till att manga
pensionérer har ganska goda livsvillkor



Samtidigt dr dldreomsorgen en stor fraga for hela samhillet. De flesta 1 vart
samhille har ndgon form av relation till dldreomsorgen. Det kan vara
fordldraroch mor- och farfoérildrar. Idag dr det manga pensionédrer som har
en fordlder 1 livet. Ménga dldre undrar ocksa dver sin framtid. Vilken omsorg
kommer jag att fa. Lite beroende pa hur man ridknar &r ca 300.000 foremal
for dldreomsorgen. Jag sdger foremal for dldreomsorgen. Poeten Ragnar
Tourhsie skriver i sin sista diktsamling ’Sanger fran dldreomsorgen” att han
som 90 aring blivit ”féremal for dldreomsorgen, men skriver ocksé ”bara han
inte blir foremal 1 dldreomsorgen”.

Ni visar i er Aldrebarometer att det i mnga kommuner har blivit simre. Det
oroar naturligtvis. Kanske ett tecken pa att dren vi haft bakom oss med
nedskérningar och skattesdnkningar, dven fatt effekt inom dldreomsorgen.

Ingen ska behova bli foremél for dldreomsorg. Men det hdnder 1 dag. Vi laser
i tidningen om missférhallanden. Aldre som inte far tillrickligt med mat. Som
har en nattfasta pa 12 timmar. Som inte har ndgon mojlighet att pdverka
hjélpen och dir hemtjdnstpersonalen rusar fran den ene till den andre.

Det dr en sann bild av dldreomsorgen men jag har ocksd mott dldre som &r
mycket néjda. Kvinnan pa ett dldreboende som sa till mig att hon inte kan ha
det bittre. Socialstyrelsens brukarundersokningar visar ocksé att de flesta ar
nojda.

Min bild av dldreomsorgen idag dr att den oftast fungerar men detta trots att
det &dr for f4 som ska gora véldigt mycket pd for kort tid. De exempel pé
allvarliga brister inom dldreomsorgen som vi konfronterats med de senaste
aren har ofta att géra med att personalen inte hinner med sitt uppdrag eller
att de inte racker till

Aldre minniskor och deras anhoriga ska kunna lita pa att all verksamhet
inom dldreomsorgen dr av god kvalitet och att det finns tillrdckligt med
personal med lamplig utbildning och erfarenhet.

Personalen 1 sin tur ska kunna lita pd att de ges forutsédttningar och
mojligheter att utfora ett bra jobb. For att kunna gora just det satsar
regeringen pa mer personal dldreomsorgen.

Fragan om bemanning med personal med rétt kompetens dr diarfér den
viktigaste fragan for mig.

Regeringen avser att avsitta 1 000 000 000 kronor under 2015 i en satsning



pa 6kad bemanning inom dldreomsorgen 1 syfte att skapa dkad trygghet och
kvalitet for den enskilde. For 2016-2018 berdknas satsningen uppga till 2
miljarder kronor arligen. Regeringen fattar det formella beslutet den 25 juni.

Totalt under mandatperioden satsar vi ca 2 miljarder mer &n vad alliansen
gor. Alla andra siffror ni hor om en mindre summa &r fel. Det dr 2 miljarder
mer

En stidrkt bemanning kan skapa utrymme f6r personalen att tillbringa mer tid
med den enskilde, men ocksé ge stérre mojligheter for personalen att
gemensamt utveckla verksamheten.

Att stdrka bemanningen kan dven forvintas forbattra arbetsmiljon och
darigenom Oka attraktionskraften for yrken inom édldreomsorgen.

Kvinnor tar ofta ett storre ansvar for att varda anhoériga och manga gar ner 1
arbetstid for att gora detta. En forbéttrad kvalitet 1 dldreomsorgen kan 6ka
mojligheterna for dessa kvinnor att férvéarvsarbeta mer.

Det finns idag skillnader 1 delaktighet och jamstédlldhet mellan kvinnor och
mén inom dldreomsorgen. Risken for fall, trycksér, underniring och
blasdysfunktion &r till exempel signifikant hogre bland kvinnor 4n min men
ménnen far 1 hogre grad &dn kvinnorna planerade och férebyggande atgérder.
Kvinnor med demenssjukdom behandlas 1 hogre utstrdckning med
antidepressiva likemedel 4n mén. Forskning har visat att dessa likemedel
ofta forvirrar sjukdomen. Okar graden av forvirring

Niér det géller anhorigvérd &r det generellt fler kvinnor &n mén som ger
omsorg och kvinnor upplever i hogre grad d4n mén att deras livskvalitet
paverkas negativt av deras omsorgsdtaganden. Regeringen har nyligen gett
Socialstyrelsen 1 uppdrag att langsiktigt sdkerstédlla ekonomin for det
Nationella kunskapscenteret for anhorigfragor. Jamstilldhet ser jag som ett
sjdlvklart perspektiv i deras fortsatta uppdrag.

Regering anser att det viktigt med ett stiarkt jimstidlldhetsperspektiv dven
inom vard-och omsorg dér konsrelaterade skillnader och konsekvenser ska
uppmirksammas. Skillnader 1 bedémning av kvinnor och méns behov av
insatser och atgirder ska vara jamlik och jimstélld. Det &dr en central
rittssdkerhets och jamlikhetsfraga att tillgodose individuella behov och
samtidigt sdkerstilla en jimlik och jamstilld

Vi star infor stora utmaningar pga. demografiska fordndringar. Vi blir allt fler



dldre dldre medan andelen 1 yrkesverksam alder minskar. I manga delar av
vart land kommer det bli att svérare att fa tag den arbetskraft vi behdver. Vi
behdver midnniskor som flyttar hit. Utan invandring stannar Sverige.

Modern vélfirdsteknologi kan bidra till béttre kvalitet inom vard och omsorg
for dldre. Det finns en stor potential inom omréadet, bade f6r dagens och for
framtidens &dldre. Nya tekniska 16sningar kan ocksé bidra till att 6ka den
enskildes sjdlvstdndighet och oberoende. Dessutom kan teknologin bidra till
en effektivare anvindning av tillgiingliga resurser. Okad anviindning av
vilfardsteknologi kan dven bidra till battre mojligheter att hantera de olika
forutsdttningar och utmaningar for dldreomsorg 1 glesbygd och 1 storre
tatorter.

Tekniska 16sningar kan inte ersdtta personal. Den personliga hjdlpen behdver
vi dven 1 framtiden men de kan bli ett bra komplement.

Teknik och olika digitala tjanster kan ocksa bli viktiga verktyg for att vard
och omsorgspersonal ska kunna ldgga tid pa rétt saker.

Utbudet av vélfirdsteknologi 6kar snabbt och det dr idag en utmaning for
kommunerna att se ny teknik som en naturlig del av verksamheten.
Regeringen satsar medel f6r 2015 for utveckling och inférande av
valfardsteknik 1 kommunerna, som riktas till dldre och till personer med
funktionsnedsittning oavsett alder. Overgingen till digitala trygghetslarm ska
prioriteras med krav pa att kommunerna ska klarat 6vergangen 2016.

En god kvalitet 1 dldreomsorgen krdver samverkan mellan alla som arbetar 1
varden och omsorgen om dldre kvinnor och méin. Att samarbetet fungerar &r
avgorande for en god vérd och omsorg fér minga dldre. Vi vet idag att den
bristande samverkan kostar samhéllet stora summor genom ménga och
upprepade besok pa akuten av dldre med stora omsorgsbehov. Alla vet att
samverkan behdvs. Vi har ocksd minga fina exempel runt om 1 landet pa en
vil fungerande samverkan. Inte minst inom den palliativa varden.

Naér de statliga stimulandsmedlen nu forsvinner, ser vi tyvérr hur det drabbar
olika verksamheter med samverkan, som laggs. Ska vi pé sikt fa en
fungerande samverkan krdvs tydliga politiska beslut av kommuner och
landsting. Verksamheten kan inte ar efter ar byggas upp med tillfdlliga
stimulansmedel.

Varden och omsorgen ska vara jamlik. Idag ser vi alltfor stora skillnader
mellan ménniskor beroende pa funktionsférméga eller socioekonomiska



forutsittningar. Regeringen har nyligen beslutat om en sérskild kommission
med uppdraget att 6ka jamlikheten 1 hilsa. Detta arbete omfattar inte minst
dldre kvinnor och méin.

Forutom satsningen pa en 6kad bemanning av dldreomsorgen vill regeringen
ocksa under den hir mandatperioden utveckla nya mél och en ny inriktning
for dldrepolitiken. For att nd dit ska en nationell kvalitetsplan tas fram.
Utgangspunkter for arbetet kommer att vara jaimlikhet, trygghet, delaktighet
och inflytande. Tanken &r att kvalitetsplanen ska ge tydliga prioriteringar for
genomforandet av denna éldrepolitik.

De omraden som sérskilt ska beroras ar

e Hogre kvalitet och 6kad effektivitet inom dldreomsorgen. Med 6kad
effektivitet menar vi att resurserna ska anvéndas rétt

Bittre forebyggande och rehabiliterande insatser

Tryggad personalforsorjning

Oversyn av sirskilda boendeformer

Flexibla former for beslut om dldreomsorg

Anviéndning av vilfirdsteknologi

Mycket av det som tas upp 1 kvalitetsplanen dterkommer i PRO:s program
for dldreomsorg. Jag tror faktiskt att vi ser likheter pa alla de omraden som
ska beroras

Ni kommer naturligtvis att inbjudas att delta i1 detta utredningsarbete. Det
kommer att bli en bred sammanséttning och dér dven politiker och experter
ska delta. Utredningen eller kanske battre kommissionen kommer att starta
sitt arbete 1 host.

For PRO ér ju boendefragorna stora. Forra aret la ni fram ett intressant
boendepolitiskt program. Vi kommer 1 hostbudgeten presentera en stor
boendesatsning. I den ingar sérskilda investeringsmedel for dldreboenden.
Satsningen kommer att skilja sig fran forra regeringens stimulansmedel. Trots
dessa medel fortsatte minskningen av sérskilda boenden med runt 2000 per
ar. Med var satsning vill vi vinda utvecklingen. Det ska fler dldreboenden.
Det finns idag ett underskott och det blir &nnu stoérre 1 framtiden genom att vi
blir att fler dldre édldre. Inte minst blir vi fler med demens

Demenssjukdomarna skapar en global utmaning. Inget land kan pa allvar
rdkna med att klara den utmaningen pa egen hand. Internationellt samarbete
ar en forutséttning for att komma framat pa ett bra sétt.



Trots detta hamnar demens ldngst ner pa listan nér det géller forsknings- och
utvecklingsarbete.

For regeringen dr begreppen delaktighet, sjalvbestimmande och
rattssdkerhet grundpelare for en vél fungerande dldreomsorg. Detta géller
sjdlvfallet &ven kvinnor och min med demens, som sé langt det d4r mojligt ska
kunna {4 bestimma &ver sin tillvaro. For att detta ska lyckas krdvs inte minst
kunnig personal. Vi tinker oss en nollvision vad géller tving inom
demensvarden.

For att mota de framtida utmaningarna dr det regeringens avsikt att bereda
hur ett effektivt arbete pd demensomrddet ska se ut i Sverige

Fallolyckor dr den olyckstyp som leder till flest dodsfall, flest antal
inldggningar pa sjukhus och flest antal besok pa akutmottagningar.

Varje dag dor fyra ldre till f6ljd av en fallolycka. Aldre ménniskor ir pa
grund av funktionsnedséttningar, underniring och olika typer av
medicinering badde mer utsatta for och sarbara vid fallolyckor. Férutom det
lidande fallolyckor orsakar de som drabbas och deras nédrstdende sa kostar
fallolyckor samhéllet drygt 9 miljarder arligen.

Vi vill angripa problemet med fallolyckor pa ett annat sétt &n vad som hittills
gjorts. Regeringen bereder mdjligheten att ta fram en nationell strategi for att
forebygga fallolyckor bland dldre.. Malet ska vara att halvera antalet
fallolyckor i samhéllet fram till &r 2020. Foérebyggande av fallolyckor ska
ocksa ses som en del i arbetet med att utforma samhéllet sé att det blir
tillgdngligt och anviandbart for alla, oavsett alder, kon och funktionsférmaga.

Jag vill avsluta med att 6nska er lycka till i kongressarbetet. Ni har ju manga
viktiga beslut att fatta. Beslut av PRO betyder ocksa mycket. Inte bara for er
utan for samhéllets dldrepolitik. Det dr ocksa intressant att konstatera att er
kongress dr nog den forsta digitala jag besoker.

En god sommar till er alla
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Your Royal highnesses, Eminences and Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear Colleagues,

First of all, thank you for the invitation by the Pontifical Academy of Social
Sciences and congratulation to such an important seminar, in beautiful
surroundings. This seminar is a historical initiative. [ am honoured to be part
of this day. Together through dialogue we can really accomplish something
on the way forward.

Today my thoughts are especially with the children and their families who
lost their lives in the Mediterranean. We have now seen too many tragic
events where migrants, refugees, asylum-seekers, victims of trafficking and
unaccompanied children drown in the Mediterranean, as they attempt to
make their way to Europe on unseaworthy vessels, operated by smuggling
and trafficking networks.

Human Trafficking is Modern Slavery indeed. The practice is a Crime
against Humanity and a Shameful Wound which has no place in Civil
Society, just as Pope Francis so explicitly stated.

The Convention on the Rights of the Child has been ratified by nearly every
country in the world and is thereby a universal document. Sweden will
strengthen children’s rights by incorporating the Convention into our
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legislation. But much remains to be done before the Convention can be said
to apply in practice worldwide. The rights of children are violated every day.
The UN estimates that around 1, 2 million children are victims of trafficking.
Children are treated like narcotics and weapons, a commodity in the criminal
underworld. Boys and girls are being sold and sadly the real figure is
presumably far higher than the UN estimate.

According to article 35 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, state
parties shall take all appropriate national, bilateral and multilateral measures
to prevent the abduction of, the sale of or the trafficking of children - for any
purpose or in any form. All children, girls and boys, have a right to be
protected from human trafficking. The article is a safety net to secure that no
child is abducted or sold for any purpose. In addition many countries have
also ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the sale of children,
child prostitution and child pornography. The protocol demands the state
parties to take necessary measures to criminalize and prosecute every form
of sale of children.

Ever since the First World Congress Against Commercial Sexual
Exploitation of Children were held in Stockholm in 1996 the work against
trafficking has been high on the Swedish agenda.

I am here today to speak about Sweden’s Government policies to combat
trafficking and protect children’s rights. Since 1999 it is prohibited to buy
sexual services in Sweden. The criminalisation of sex purchases has had an
effect on the demand for sexual services and has also served as a barrier to
traffickers and buyers to establish a market for selling woman and girls for
sexual purposes in Sweden.

We believe that the Government is ultimately responsible for creating the
best conditions for children and guaranteeing the rights of the child.
Protection from violence and abuse is an essential requirement for the
safety, confidence and wellbeing of children, as well as for their personal
development. Boys, girls, women and men also have the right to bodily
integrity, information and sexuality education. Sexual and reproductive
health and rights are central in the Swedish policies against sexual
exploitation. This is something that is not only important for the individual
but the whole society gains from this — not least economically.

A society with fewer assaults, fewer unwanted pregnancies, fewer physical
and psychological complications has much to gain. Experience tells us that
the strengthening of rights and equal opportunities of women combined with



well-developed systems child care and elderly care contributes to a high
labour market participation of women, better economic conditions and a
sustainable fertility rate.

The Government’s aim is that Sweden should be one of the best countries in
the world to grow up in. Sweden’s Government is also a feminist
Government. It means that a gender equality perspective is vital in our
efforts to protect all children; we want to protect every girl and boy from
human trafficking, exploitation and sexual assaults.

Sweden has had four action plans to protect children from trafficking since
1998. The overall objective for the current Action Plan is that no child
should be a victim of trafficking, exploitation and sexual abuse. The plan is
expected to lead to:

- increased awareness among government agencies, professionals, the
general public and of course children themselves.

- increased effectiveness in the work of Government and other relevant
stakeholders to protect children from these violations and

- enhanced contributions by Swedish authorities to international cooperation
on protecting children.

The Government has given the Stockholm County Administrative Board the
assignment to coordinate, on a national level, the work against human
trafficking in Sweden. The Board has very successfully created a structure to
combeat trafficking and should coordinate the work with important
stakeholders such as municipalities, county councils and authorities, and
disseminate knowledge and methods, related to combating child trafficking
and exploitation. Collaboration with hotels, taxis, restaurants and
international exchange is also part of the assignment.

As an example we arranged a national information campaign Bring your
Travel Courage (Resekurage) in collaboration with the Swedish Police and
World Childhood Foundation to raise awareness on sexual exploitation in
conjunction with tourism and travel. The aim is to get Swedes who travel
abroad for the holidays to contact the police if they see anything they
suspect to be child sex tourism. We have a responsibility to protect children
from acts of sexual abuse or exploitation committed by persons who are
resident in our country, regardless of where such acts take place.

The Action Plan also consists of measures like distributing tailored
information to children who has been victims of crime and training material
to professionals as well as co-action within the European Union and other



countries. Sweden is actively working to identify interested countries to
make bilateral agreements of cooperation to combat child sex tourism.

Even if our country has come a long way we are not satisfied. The
Government is preparing for a new Action Plan for the years 2016-2018.
Our prevention work has to be even better. For instance - we know that most
perpetrators are men and in general all buyers of sexual services are men.
Our measures must therefore reflect what we know for a fact.

The Government in Sweden’s aim is to start a continuous dialogue on the
highest level between stakeholders, policy-makers and experts among the
world’s countries. Our purpose is to continuously, whenever it is possible,
put trafficking and the protection for our children on the international
political agenda. Sweden will continue to strengthen the rights and improve
children’s living conditions through both bilateral and multilateral
development cooperation.

Your royal highnesses, eminences and colleagues ,

As single individuals it is difficult to achieve real change but together it is
possible to really take steps forward. Let’s make this seminar the starting
point of collaboration for our children.

Thank you for your attention.
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Excellences, Dear Colleagues,

Representing a feminist government, [ am grateful and honoured to receive
this award acknowledging the efforts by the political parties of Sweden in
improving the gender balance of our national parliament.

However, it is important to recognise that we are dealing with an
achievement in the long-term, that is, since the early 1990’s. In the past two
elections, the total number of female MP’s has actually declined from an all-
time high of 47 percent (2006) to nearly 44 percent (2014). While this figure
is still decent by international standards, it should remind us that the victories
of yesterday cannot be taken for granted. They must be continuously
defended.

The Swedish government, on the other hand, enjoys a 50-50 balance of
women and men in charge (state secretary, political advisors). This is a vital
condition for our feminist approach.

I think that women and men should deal with whichever area they like in
politics, defence, and agriculture, whatever. But research shows that
women’s presence in parliament change politics and legislation on social
justice, gender equality, SRHR, children rights etc. In many parliaments, also
in Sweden sometimes women from different parties work together.

However, discrimination, oppression and violence pose strong barriers to
women’s exercise of civil and political rights across the globe. I'm very
concerned about this. Women activists from NGOs and political parties face
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severe resistance in the world right now. Many women politicians are truly
courageous and it’s an obligation of the states and fundamental task of
democratic systems to protect and defend women politicians and women’s
rights. We are all responsible to speak out when women’s political rights are
violated.

Promoting gender equality and women’s role in development, including their
political participation and influence, are key priorities of Sweden’s aid
policy.

Empowerment is a significant dimension of this work, not least when women
and girls enter new fields with limited resources and experience. It is very
important that women of the whole society feel politics is for them. It seems
to me that poor and low educated women in local politics are more likely
than others to face resistance.

At home we have been successful in recruiting women to lead our central
government agencies and public institutions. The majority of managers in the
Swedish public sector are women, most notably at the local and regional
levels. This is unfortunately not true in the private sector.

In order to create enabling environments for female leaders, we also need to
address male dominance and stereotype norms around masculinity. Men
must see women as equals and acknowledge their experience and
knowledge.

Our overall progress towards gender equality has so far largely concerned
women advancing in areas that were previously reserved for men. The
opposite movement of men into traditionally female territory is slow and
many times non-existent.

Therefore women remain with the principal responsibility for unpaid
household tasks and looking after children and other relatives on top of
income generating activities and public engagements. The unfair sharing of
domestic work and care puts a glass ceiling on women’s development in
general and, in my view, it is for men rather than women now to break it.

Looking forward, I believe that men should take greater responsibility for
household duties and supporting women’s political activism and professional
careers, in public and private. I am convinced that such a transition would
have a massively positive impact on the situation for female leaders and
leadership in Sweden and the world.

So, now is the time for men to get engaged! Headed by Prime Minister



Stefan Lofvén, all male ministers of the Swedish government are
championing the UN Women He for She-campaign. Other men and boys
should follow their example, speaking out and acting against violence and
discrimination faced by women and girls.

Gender equality is a necessary precondition not only for women’s and girl’s
enjoyment of human rights but for the future welfare, economic growth and
rights and sustainability of our societies. Gender equality is an engine for
advancement, not a gift to women. Let us all join forces to make men and
boys part of the solution.

2015 has been announced as the year of women’s empowerment in the
African Union, we also celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Beijing
declaration and Platform for Action. It is rewarding to see the increasing
international attention towards gender equality, women’s rights and
empowerment.

It is very important that the future Post 2015 remains with a strong objective
and content on gender equality. And that budgets are there. By working
together we will be much more successful than on our own. Therefore I am
grateful to be here and to learn from and share experiences with all of you.
Once again, on behalf of the Swedish government I am honoured to accept
this award.

Thank you.
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Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Mr/Madam Chair,

It is an honour for me to address the 59th session of the Commission on the
Status of Women. Sweden aligns itself with the statement made by Latvia on
behalf of the European Union and its Member States.

Mr/Madam Chair,

Sweden has a feminist government. This stems from our firm conviction that
achieving gender equality is a fundamental human rights issue, as well as a
precondition for sustainable development. It reflects a strong commitment to
making a difference in policy choices, priorities and allocation of resources.

Today, twenty years after Beijing, it is globally recognised that advancing
gender equality and empowering women and girls is not only right, it is also
the answer to many of the challenges our societies face. Sweden recognises
that many of the transformative advances in gender equality have been
driven by women’s movements, feminist organisations and women human
rights defenders.

Mr/Madam Chair,

Women’s rights are human rights, and human rights are women’s rights.
They must never be violated in the name of culture, tradition, honour or
religion.
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Efforts and actions to achieve gender equality must tackle the structural
drivers of gender inequality that are common to many societies: unequal
power relations between women and men, discriminatory laws, social norms
and practices.

It is deeply concerning that violence against women and girls persist in every
country, as a pervasive violation of the enjoyment of human rights. This
violence is an expression of the unequal power relations between women
and men, and it reinforces women’s and girls’ subordinate status. As such, it
constitutes an absolute obstacle to the achievement of gender equality,
development, peace and security.

Gender power relations and social norms that uphold traditional gender
stereotypes and norms of masculinity that prescribe violence stand in the
way of women’s and girls’ empowerment and gender equality. Therefore, it
is essential to recognise the crucial role and responsibility of men and boys in
promoting gender equality, human rights and the elimination of all forms of
violence against women and girls, including sexual exploitation. Sweden’s
Prime Minister Stefan Léfven is dedicated to promoting this issue, also in his
role as an impact Champion in the “HeforShe”- campaign.

Women’s and girls’ sexual and reproductive health and rights are a
precondition for gender equality. Women and girls have the right to decide
and exercise control over their own body, sexuality, reproductive health and
childbearing. When women have choices, such as whether, when and whom
to marry or enter a partnership, whether and when to have children, they can
participate in society on an equal footing with men.

Women’s and adolescent girls’ right to safe and legal abortion must be
guaranteed. Sexual and reproductive health and rights, including access to
contraceptives and comprehensive sexuality education, are central to
development. And it is our responsibility to make sure that these rights are
protected and promoted. The ICPD Programme of Action and the review
conferences are thus as important today as ever before and it is our duty to
guarantee implementation.

Mr/Madam Chair,

Sweden recognizes the Secretary General’s review report as an important
contribution to the CSW and to the ongoing negotiations on gender equality
and women’s and girls’ rights beyond 2015.



The report shows that overall progress in the implementation of the Platform
for Action has been particularly slow for women and girls who experience
multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination. Gender inequality tends to
intersect with other forms of inequalities, and increases the risk of poverty.
Marginalised groups of women, such as women with disabilities, indigenous
women, migrant women and lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and poor
elderly women are at particular risk of poverty, discrimination and violence.
Young women are at much greater risk of being infected with HIV.

Unequal access to and control over resources, power, opportunities and
services lie at the root of women’s poverty. And even when formal
restrictions are removed women still face multiple constraints on their ability
to move out of poverty.

Women’s and girl’s disproportionate share of unpaid care work is one crucial
universal constraint that limits their enjoyment of human rights. It also limits
their economic empowerment and ability to engage in income-earning
activities. This is worrying, since enhancing women’s access to decent paid
employment can be one of the most effective ways to reduce income
poverty. Enabling policies, such as child care services and parental leave, are
essential to facilitate women’s participation in the labour market and all
spheres of society. Social protection is crucial for reducing poverty and
inequality and reducing women’s risk of poverty throughout the life cycle.
These policies not only increase women’s income security but also
strengthen their autonomy within the household.

Sweden is deeply concerned about the different forms of extremism and
conservatism on the rise, often with the explicit aim of suppressing women’s
and girls’ human rights. We must combat all attempts to restrict women’s
and girl’s rights, autonomy and engagement in the private and public
spheres. It is unacceptable that women’s rights advocates and human rights
defenders are increasingly subjected to threats and violence as a result of
their work.

Mr/Madam Chair,

Sweden is a strong voice for addressing all these critical issues. We must all
seize this historic opportunity at hand.

Now is the time for us to reaffirm the commitments made at Beijing,
including through a new development agenda that delivers irreversible,
substantial and sustainable progress for gender equality and the realisation of



women’s and girls’ human rights.

As we celebrate the 15th anniversary of the ground-breaking UN Security
Council resolution 1325 on women, peace and security, all parties must
move from normative commitments to full implementation.

Join us in our call for a post-2015 development agenda that acknowledges
gender equality and women’s and girls’ rights, both as a goal and as a mean,
as an imperative for sustainable development.

Thank you.
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Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Ladies and gentlemen.

As the State Secretary in charge of Swedish policy on the rights of the child,
it is an honour and a privilege for me to represent the Swedish Government
and lead the Swedish delegation in this dialogue.

I am happy for this opportunity to discuss with you the fifth periodical report
of Sweden on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child.

Promoting and protecting the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights,
including the right of the child is a core value and a central priority for the
Swedish Government in national as well as in foreign policy.

To bring about real improvements in the lives of children is a priorty for the
government. In the statement of the new government the prime minister
clearly declared that it is our vision is to make Sweden one of the best
countries for all children to grow up in. To further strengthen the
implementation of the CRC is crucial in this work.

Children’s rights also need to be a cross cutting political priority with impact
on several policy area such as education, social security, legislation and


https://www.regeringen.se/

justice, migration policy and health.

The composition of my delegation reflects this broad mandate of Swedish
policy on the rights of the child in all areas of government.

Madam Chair, members of the committee

Some weeks ago the Norwegian Nobel Committee awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize for 2014 to Kailash Satyarthi and Malala Yousafzay for their struggle
against the suppression of children and young people and for the right of all
children to education. The work and engagement of Malala and Kailash are
an inspiration to us all not least to ensure that children and young persons
have a say.

shookoskokoskoskook Xk

The right of the child to have a say and be taken seriously in all matters
affecting the child is a real challenge for decision-makers at all levels.
Legislation and economic resources are not enough. We need much more -
awareness rising, training, new working methods, skills and experience in
listening to children. The Ministry of Health and Social Affairs plans to take
further action in order to promote awareness and knowledge about how to
promote and protect the rights of the child.

One of the goals of the Swedish policy - and clearly stated in our strategy —
is that children have opportunities to influence and participate in society.
Important work has been done by the Ombudsman for Children who has
developed methods on how decision-makers and professionals at all levels of
society can learn from children’s and young people’s knowledge and
experience.

Distinguished members of the Committee,

Let me turn to another area of great importance to Sweden - which is the
protection of children at risk.

In this context, the social services are an important actor, as a primary
interface between the state and the child.

In the past few years, there has been tragic cases where children have
suffered maltreatment and even deadly violence. These cases have received
a lot of attention from decision-makers, professionals and the general public.



The Swedish Government will do everything in its power to avoid similar
situations in the future.

We need to enhance the ability and competence of all parts of society,
including the social services, to act promptly when they receive signals or
information about children at risk.

New legislation has already resulted in several changes. For instance,
procedures must be in place for preventing, detecting and combating risks
posed to children’s safety and wellbeing. When suspected child abuse and
neglect is reported, the social services must immediately assess whether or
not the child needs emergency protection.

skeosk skeoste sk s skosk skosk skok

Education is crucial for all children to enable them to claim and defend their
rights and achieve their full potential.

One of the fundamental principles of the Swedish school system is inclusion.
Educational institutions shall take into consideration the different needs of
all pupils, strive to weigh up differences in preconditions to give each girl
and boy the same opportunities.

The best interest of the child is the starting point in all education. It is the
task of the school to create conditions that allow all pupils as far as possible
to develop in accordance with the educational goals.

International comparisons show that Swedish school results have declined.
This development is taken very seriously and a series of reforms have been
launched such as to increase the amount of teaching time, clarify further the
evaluation of pupils’ results as well as to reinforce teachers’ expertise, role
and status.

The Education Act was amended on 1 July 2014 to further enhance the right
of pupils to support.If there is reason to believe that a pupil will not achieve
the minimum performance standard, this child shall promptly be given
adequate support.

It has also been clarified that children with disabilities are to receive the
individualised support that is required.

There is also a need to further improve educational conditions for children
who have recently arrived in Sweden. Therefore the Government has



instructed the National Agency for Education to produce and distribute
support and training material for schools. The Government is also preparing
a new bill for adoption in 2015.

Children in homes for care or residence have a right to high quality
education. To stenghten and promote thuis right the Government las month
decided that such children are entitled to attend a school in the same
municipality as the institution.

Madam Chatr,

The Swedish Ombudsman for Children is responsible for informing the
Government about deficiencies in the implementation of the rights of the
child by government agencies. The Ombudsman’s annual report is a valuable
source of information and a catalogue of possible remedies for fulfilling the
rights of the child in various circumstances.

Children who for various reasons have been taken into care are especially
vulnerable. Through in-depth interviews with children and young people, the
Ombudsman has received information that coercive and intrusive measures
such as physical restraints and solitary confinement are still widespread in
psychiatric institutions. The Government is therefore taking several steps to
reduce coercive measures against children.

One example is a current proposal to stipulate that coercive measures may
only be taken against a child if it is in the child’s best interests. The use of
belts is also proposed to be limited to two hours. An official inquiry is also
examining possibilities for restricting solitary confinement.

Another observation made by the Ombudsman for Children refers to
children suspected of crimes and the use of restrictions against children in
pre-trial detention.

A working group under the Prosecutor-General is preparing proposals aimed
at reducing the use of isolation and other restrictions. The Prosecution
Authority is expected to finalise its work on this issue in April 2015.

Distinguished members of the Committee,

Children arriving in Sweden as asylum seekers, whether with their parents or
unaccompanied, must be met by a humane and legally secure asylum system.
Their application must be considered in a process where their voice is heard



and their needs are taken into account.

The Swedish Aliens Act contains a number of provisions ensuring that the
rights of the child are considered in all parts of the migration process. Futher
measures are continuously being taken to strengthen the position of children
in the asylum process.

The number of asylum-seeking children in Sweden is increasing. During
2014, about 6 900 unaccompanied children sought asylum in Sweden. This is
an increase of 80 per cent compared with 2013. Next year, Sweden expects
about 8 000 unaccompanied children to seek asylum. The Swedish
authorities take great responsibility when it comes to providing protection for
these children.

The National Board of Health and Welfare has published specific guidelines
on the reception of unaccompanied children and young people. They clarify
the division of responsibilities between different actors, the social services’
work and responsibility to provide good care.

I also want to underline that the Swedish Government and relevant
authorities are making continuous efforts to combat trafficking in children
and to assist victims of trafficking. A new action plan for the protection of
children against human trafficking, exploitation and sexual assaults was
adopted in February 2014. We have informed you about the measures
included in this action plan in our written replies to your list of issues. We
intend to further update this action plan.

We are deeply concerned about the cases of unaccompanied children
disappearing from reception centres. One of the measures in the action plan
is therefore for the Swedish Migration Board to report on the measures taken
to identify cases in which children are exposed to, or at risk of, human
trafficking.

Madam Chatr,
Distinguished committee members,

As you know, Sweden was the first country in the world to ban corporal
punishment of children in all settings.

Sweden recently hosted a governmental conference on corporal punishment .
This process will continue and we hope that this international dialogue can
help to speed up the process of banning corporal punishment.



Allow me also to underline Sweden’s strong political support for the Special
Representative of the UN Secretary-General on Violence against Children.
Throughout her mandate period, Marta Santos Pais has received financial
support from Sweden.

Madam Charr,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Ladies and gentlemen,

Over the last 25 years, we have transformed the articles of the Convention
into provisions in relevant Swedish laws. This 1s the traditional Swedish way
of implementing international treaties which Sweden has ratified.

However, we are constantly seeking ways to improve the implementation of
the rights of the child in our country. That is why the new Swedish
Government decided this autumn to begin the work to incorporate the
Convention on the Rights of the Child in the Swedish law system as a
national law.

A first important step in this process has already been taken by setting up an
inquiry to analyse how, in particularly important areas, the application of
laws and other regulations complies with the Convention. This work is in
progress and will be finalised as soon as possible.

The Government has noted that the third optional protocol to the Convention
has entered into force. Since the Government took office in early October,
investigatory work concerning the incorporation of the Convention into
Swedish legislation has been prioritised and the Government has yet to
consider a ratification of this latest protocol.

Madam Chatr,
Distinguished members of the Committee,

To conclude, I want to stress that my government will put the rights of the
child at the heart of our work and we will stand by our word to ensure that
Sweden is be one of the best counties for children to grow up in.

Therefore the Swedish government we will continue to promote and to
ensure respect of the human rights of ALL children, together with relevant
public entities at all levels with continued important input from childrens
rights organisations.

I now look forward to your comments, questions and any recommendations



you may have on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child in Sweden.

Thank you very much for your attention.
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Den 26 december 2004 dr en mork dag 1 var historia.
Det ar ett datum som representerar fortvivlan, saknad, sorg.

P4 manga platser blev tomheten dérefter fruktansvirt tydlig.

Tomma skolbinkar.
Tomma arbetsplatser.
Tomma hem.

Och trots att tiden gétt, sd finns den tomheten kvar.

Alla som mist ndgon bér med sig saknaden 1 sitt hjérta,
1 varje dgonblick d& du 6nskar att den du forlorat skulle vara dir.

Jag har tagit del av olika kinslor fran efterlevande infér den hér dagen.

En del vill aldrig aterse dessa strinder. Vissa har atervint varje ar.
Négra ser arsdagen som en del av att gd vidare,
andra rdds de kinslor som kan rivas upp igen.

Hur ni &n kénner vill jag att ni ska veta detta.

Fa kommer nigonsin att kinna den smérta som ni har ként.
Men Sverige dr med er 1 saknaden. Hela Sverige sorjde.
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Ingen 1 Sverige har glomt.

Flodvégskatastrofen var ocksa ett bryskt uppvaknande f6r den svenska
staten.

Den agerade senférdigt,
och visade pa en bristande forméga att méta kriser och nodstéllda
ménniskors behov.

I tio &r har Sverige darfor byggt upp sin krisberedskap.
Men det kan pa inget sétt gora ogjort de brister 1 det stod som manga
overlevande och anhdriga métte.

De som bor dras dr alla de ménniskor som hjélpte varandra. Alla frivilliga
som organiserade, sokte, hjilpte, trostade
— trots att manga sjdlva forlorat sina néra.

I den morkaste av stunder visade s& manga minniskor vad méinsklighet
verkligen innebér. Jag vill uttrycka vér stora respekt {or er girning.

Jag vill ocksa visa min djupaste beundran for den solidaritet som reste sig ur
spillrorna.

Forstorelsen var enorm i stora delar av Sydostasien.
Mainniskor som redan hade lite i minga ldnder, stod plotsligt med inget.

Flera av er har berdttat om hur s manga hjilptes 4t med s& mycket, oavsett
vem du var eller var du kom ifran.

I all sorg 4r denna gemenskap och medménsklighet en strimma av ljus.

De som vi hedrar hir idag har ldamnat en obeskrivbar tomhet bakom sig —
men 1 saknaden finns ocks& minnen.

All dmhet och gliddje,
all lycka och kérlek,
saknaden blir s stor.

Vi minns er.
Vi saknar er.
Vi glommer er aldrig.
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Funktionshinderspolitikens mal och inriktning

Funktionshinderpolitik handlar 1 grunden om ménskliga réittigheter om varje
individs mdjligheter att utifran sina forutsittningar delta 1 samhéllslivets alla
delar.

Detta finns redan formulerat 1 den nationella handlingsplanen ” Frén patient
till medborgare”. Dér anges att” mélen for funktionshinderspolitiken dr en
samhillsgemenskap med méangfald som grund, ett samhélle som utformas sa
att ménniskor med funktionsnedséttning i alla aldrar blir fullt delaktiga 1
samhdllet och jamlikhet 1 levnadsvillkor for flickor och pojkar, mén och
kvinnor med funktionsnedsittning. Inriktningen pa arbetet dr att identifiera
och undanrgja hinder f6r full delaktighet 1 samhéllet for flickor, pojkar,
kvinnor och mén med funktionsned—séttning, att férebygga och bekdmpa
diskriminering samt att skapa forutséttningar {for sjilvstdndighet och
sjdlvbestdmmande.”

Genom Sveriges ratificering av FN:s konvention om réttigheter for personer
med funktionsnedséttning har riksdagen fattat &n mer 1angtgaende beslut att
politiken ska syfta till att upprétthalla och skapa strukturer for 6vervakning
samt stirka de minskliga rittigheterna. Konventionen om réttigheter f6r
personer med funktionsnedsittning innehiller inte ndgra nya réttigheter men
konkretiserar genom sina artiklar vad detta atagande innebdr inom de olika
samhéllssektorerna. Pa s sitt dr konventionen ett betydelsefullt instrument 1
genomforandet av den kommande funktionshinderspolitiken.

Oavsett konventionen ligger dock det slutliga ansvaret for att forverkliga
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malen pa oss som ska fatta de avgorande politiska besluten. Det 4r bara att
konstatera att mycket aterstér att géra. De steg vi har tagit har inte rackt till.

Vi kdnner alla till den nationella strategin f6r genomférande av
funktionshinderspolitiken under 2011-2016. Syftet med har varit att
presentera politikens inriktning, med konkreta mal for samhéllets insatser
inom prioriterade omraden samt hur resultaten ska foljas upp

En central del 1 strategin har varit att mélen ska f6ljas upp och att effekten
av insatserna ska kunna mitas. Myndigheten for delaktighet (MFD) har 1
uppdrag att ansvara for uppfoljningen av strategins mal och insatser, samt f6r
att utveckla ett ssmmanhallet system for att beskriva och analysera
utvecklingen.

Jag tanker inte fordjupa mig i detta. Andra kan det mycket bittre. Vad jag
vill nimna &r att det dr viktigt och positivt att ett samlat uppfoljningssystem
har utvecklats inom ramen for strategin. Det innebér bl.a. att ett allt mer
heltdckande system for att f6lja utvecklingen har véxt fram.

Virt att lyfta fram dr ocksa att personer med funktionsnedsittning numera
aktivt involveras i uppfoljningsarbetet. Egentligen 4r vil det en sjdlvklarhet,
for hur ska man kunna utvérdera funktionshinderpolitiken om de som é&r
berdrda inte far delta. Inom funktionshinderrérelsen anvinds ibland
uttrycket Nothing about us without us,

Resultatet av uppfoljningen ar tyvirr inte lika positiva. Utvecklingen mot ett
samhdlle for alla gir for 1dngsamt och vi kan konstatera att det sirskilt
behovs insatser inom utbildning, arbetsmarknad och fysisk tillgénglighet.

Niér jag mott representanter for funktionshinderrérelsen har de ocksé fort
fram sin stora besvikelse 6ver att utvecklingen gar sa sakta. Som fortfarande
ganska farsk minister undrar jag ocksa over detta. Alla &r vi ju 6verens om
malen. Varfor hdander inte mer? Det gar inte att alltid att skylla pa ekonomin.
Sverige borde vara ett foregingsland. Men istillet verkar det som vi har
halkat efter nér det géller tillgdngligheten.

Ar det s4 att nir vi alla 4r 6verens riskerar utvecklingen att sta still? Ar det si
att funktionshinderpolitiken ocksé behover mer strid? Jag vill inte ge négot
svar utan bara stilla fragan.

Négra utmaningar infér framtiden:



* Visserligen har sysselsittningsgraden 6kan f6r personer med
funktionsnedsittning men den dr betydligt l4gre dn for 6vriga. Ser vi till
synskadade si har endast hilften 1 arbetsfor alder ett arbete. Kvinnor har
ocksd en lagre sysselsédttningsgrad dn mén.

 Det brister 1 skolornas arbete med sirskilt stod.

* Hélsan dr betydligt sémre for midnniskor med funktionsnedsittningar. Délig
hilsa dr tio gdnger vanligare bland personer med funktionsnedséttning,

* Sedan finns sddant som 4r bra som att delaktigheten inom IT-omradet
fortfarande &ar hog

Jag sa att utvecklingen gar langsamt fram. Men det skiljer sig mellan
myndigheter och mellan kommuner. Vissa kommuner har kommit en god bit
pa vdgen. Kommuner som pé nigot sitt anvinder FN:s konvention om
rittigheter for personer med funktionsnedsittning tycks generellt bedriva ett
mer aktivt arbete.

Vad det sdger &r vél att vi miste lyfta fram konventionen dnnu mer och géra
tydligt vad den konkret innebér 1 vart praktiska arbete. En konvention dr en
juridisk text men nir den ska forvandlas till praktisk verklighet, handlar det
om politiska stillningstaganden. Da handlar det om fragan vad vi menar med
rittigheter for personer med funktionsnedsittning,

Tomas Transtromer skriver 1 en dikt- ”Jag &r trott pa alla som kommer med
ord, ord, ord...” Och vi har vil alla hort dessa mycket viktiga ord om
rittigheter och delaktighet Men orden rédcker inte nu vill vi se mer av
handling,

En kommun ska undanr6ja enkelt dtgirdade hinder. En myndighet ska inte
kopa in datorsystem som inte gar att anpassa till synskadades krav, nir det
finns fungerande alternativ. Det ska finnas teleslingor i kommunens
sammantrddesrum. En trafikhuvudman ska inte kopa in bussar som inte ar
tillgdngliga. Fler exempel finns.

Foljer inte kommuner och myndigheter regelverken, méste vi stélla oss
frigan om det dr tydliga sanktioner som saknas.

Vad vill jag gbra som minister? Dagens situation dr inte litt. Vi ska regera
over en budget som vi inte vill ha. Nu géller det att géra sé gott det gér av
den.



I regeringsforklaringen har vi sagt att vi ska bredda
diskriminneringslagstiftningen. Det finns idag viktiga omrdden som inte
omfattas av lagen.

Vi vill gora forstdarkningar 1 arbetsmarknadsinsatserna for att fler ska fa plats
1 arbetslivet, forbattringar av hjdlpmedelsverksamheten, genom bland annat
ett samlat huvudmannaskap.

Jag vill ocksé att konventionen ska lyftas fram for att den ska bli ett bittre
instrument 1 vart arbete far att forstdrka de ménskliga réttigheterna for
ménniskor med funktionsnedséttningar.

Naturligtvis racket inte detta men 14t oss se det som en borjan. Jag vill
avsluta med ndgra ord som ménga av er kanske kdnner igen. Det var de ord
som den divarande socialministern Lars Engqvist inledde med nér han
presenterade sin proposition ”Fran patient till medborgare- nationell
handlingsplan. Orden dr fran 2000 men 4r fortfarande virda att lyfta fram

”Att fa mojlighet att véixa som ménniska, tillsammans med andra. Att kunna
ta makten over sitt liv. Att bli ianspraktagen och sedd som person med
kunskaper och erfarenheter. Att slippa bli omyndigférklarad och
forbarnsligad. Att vara saknad ndr hinder ligger 1 vigen for deltagande 1
gemenskapen. Att den sjdlvklara reaktionen i detta blir att forsoka riva
hindren. Det &r att vara medborgare med samma réttigheter och skyldigheter
som andra”.
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Dear participants,

Thank you for coming to this side event focusing on the imperative of
stopping violence against children in all settings. I hope this meeting will
inspire us to new solutions, and to new efforts to stop the violence against
children.

Dear Mr. Ambassador Hiroshi Minami, I want to underline how important
the international governmental dialogue is for the abolishment of all violence
against children. Thank you very much for cosponsoring this event.

I am very pleased to see that Marta Santos Pais, the special Representative
of UN Secretary general on Violence on Children are today with us. And I
should say — as always!

I also want to thank the Save the Children Sweden and its partners for a
good cooperation in organizing this event. At last I want as well to thank
UNICEF, the strong promoter of the rights of the child for cosponsoring this
meeting.

All of us will tomorrow celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child. A lot of progresses have been achieved in the world
when it comes to the rights of the child. Undoubtedly much has changed for
the better for children in all these years. UNICEF highlighted in their recent
report of progress since the adoption of the Convention that much has
improved in 25 years, from declining infant mortality to rising school
enrolment. But we have to admit at the same time that much needs to be
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done, not least when it comes to child protection against violence.

The last 25 years we in Sweden have transformed the different articles of the
Convention into provisions of Swedish laws. But we constantly seek ways to
improve the rights of the child in our country. That is the reason why the
Swedish Government this autumn began work to incorporate the Convention
on the Rights of the Child into Swedish law. I am convinced that the
incorporation of the Convention into our law system will be a milestone in
the history of the fulfillment of the human rights of the child in Sweden. The
Convention as national law will become a guaranty of the rights of the child
in situations when specific normative legislation is lacking or unclear.

Another milestone of the history of the rights of the child in Sweden is our
legislation against corporal punishment of children, 35 years ago. In these 35
years since we have explicitly prohibited corporal punishment and other
humiliating treatment of children in their homes and all other settings. The
legislation has played a very important role. Without diminishing the role or
the legislation reform, I want to stress that an important contribution to an
effective protection of children was the effect of information and support to
parents and specialists working with and for children. And, of course, the
result is very good: children in Sweden are very seldom victims of corporal
punishment.

But I want to underline — we have to continue this work. Even in Sweden,
despite the progress achieved, there are children affected by violence in their
family. Our last studies are indicating a slightly increasing tendency of using
some violence against children. This is about light violence, shaking or so,
but still, we have to deal with it: new generations of parents need support in
protecting their children even when the life 1s taught and children are
difficult.

According to the information presented by the Global Initiative to End All
Corporal Punishment of Children — and I want to thank Peter Newell for this
updating — there are today 41 states achieving the protection of children
against corporal punishment in all settings.

Another very encouraging development is that another 60 states have
publicly and more or less clearly committed to achieving a full ban. We hope
they will soon take the final step to ban the corporal punishment, as
promised. We all, countries having this kind of legislation and non-
governmental organizations should be prepared to offer these governments
all the necessary support.



Tomorrow the United Nations will celebrate the 25th anniversary of the
Convention on the Rights of the child. One of my conclusions is that the
Convention on the Rights of the Child is now, after 25 years of its existence,
still waiting for its implementation in a large number of states when it comes
to its article 19. This article is clearly pointing out the obligation of the state
to protect a child against any kind of violence within the family environment.
There is no place for other interpretation. The Committee on the Rights of
the Child repeatedly urges states to explicitly prohibit in their legislation all
forms of corporal punishment. The role of our countries having already the
legislative ban on corporal punishment is to spread this message to other
states.

Dear guests,

An effective tool even for achieving our goal — to abolish corporal
punishment of children — is the international dialogue on human right. An
important framework for this dialogue is the Universal Periodical Revue. We
can use this process encouraging other countries to ban domestic violence on
children. We can work together to ensure that states which have not yet
prohibited corporal punishment receive clear recommendations to do so in
the framework of their Periodical Review. I am convinced that many
countries will use this opportunity to take steps forward and to commit
themselves to legislate against corporal punishment.

I want also to underline the importance of the regional international
organizations in promoting measures for protection of children against
violence. We can encourage more regional inter-governmental organizations
to build on the example of the explicit campaigns for prohibition and
elimination promoted by the Council of Europe since 2008 and the Inter-
American Commission of Human Rights since 2009. Even in Asia we have a
similar initiative, the South Asian Initiative to End All Violence against
Children since 2012. I want to remark in this context that the eight South
Asian states include a quarter of the world’s child population: it will indeed
transform the global picture if they succeed in fulfilling their commitments to
prohibit this most common form of violence experienced by children.

Dear participants,

The imperative for prohibiting and eliminating corporal punishment of
children is children’s fundamental right to full respect for their dignity and
physical integrity and to equal protection under the law. But there are many
additional perspectives which we can use in our collaboration, working



together to challenge violent punishment:

This issue must be an explicit element in the global challenge to all forms of
violence against women and girls. I want to reiterate in this context the call
of the Beijing Declaration and Platform of Action to prevent and eliminate
all forms of violence against women and girls. We all know also that children
are indirect victims even when women, their mothers, are exposed to
domestic or family violence. Next year the Beijing Declaration turns 20. But
even 20 years later, it remains a powerful source of guidance and inspiration.
We in Sweden are still working for abolishing the violence of men against
women and girls in domestic or family relations. Examples of such initiatives
include the action plan to combat men's violence against women, improving
the legislation but also supporting the civil society in their work providing
practical help to women and girls exposed to such violence. The
organizations of civil society are also spreading knowledge about these
hidden obstacles for each woman and girl to exercise her freedoms and
choices, and realize her rights to live free from violence or to go to school.

We must also highlight the disproportionate impact of violent punishment on
children with disabilities. Children’s rights to the highest attainable standards
of physical and mental health are impaired by violent punishment. The
promotion of positive early childhood care and education is undermined by
the legality and social approval of violent punishment.

Sweden has hosted this summer a first high-level governmental conference
focusing on the need to quickly put the prohibition of corporal punishment of
children high on the international political agenda. We are delighted that
Austrian government has agreed to take up the baton and host a similar
conference in 2016. We hope this international dialog at the highest possible
level will continue beyond 2016 and more countries will be inspired to ban
corporal punishment in all settings.

And we hope that our collaboration in international and regional contexts —
in the UN, the Human Rights Council and in a variety of regional inter-
governmental organisations can be continuous and effectively coordinated.

We welcome the Global Initiative’s detailed mapping of the persisting
legality of corporal punishment, of global progress, commitments and
opportunities: We really hope it will continue to inform all over the world
about the steps forward in banning corporal punishment and inspire in this
way our further actions.



We need to constantly remind ourselves of the immediate obligations to
children under the Convention on the Rights of the Child. While the target of
universal prohibition of violent punishment of children may now be in sight,
there 1s a long way to go — at the moment only just over 9% of the global
child population live in states which give them equal legal protection from
being hit in the name of “discipline”. I am looking to and waiting for
countries with large child population to take decisive steps to stop the rights
of parents to use corporal punishment as a way of upbringing children.
Children have no time to wait until this basic protection against violence and
abuses is a reality for each one of them.

Dear participants,

I am eager to hear from you different solutions, experiences or proposals on
how to support governments in their efforts to combat violence against
children in all settings. Or how to persuade the public opinion that slapping,
smacking or other kind of violence on children is wrong? What is the role of
the civil society, religious leaders and the private sector in this process?

I would like to finish with a short story told by Astrid Lindgren, a Swedish
“writer of children’s books” as she called herself. This is about a young
mother in the days when people still believed in the idea of corporal
punishment as a good method to raise a child. I quote:

“One day when her little boy did something naughty, she decided he had to
have a good hiding, the first one of his life. She told him to go out and find a
suitably supple stick or rod for her to use. The little boy was away for a long
time. He eventually came back in tears and announced: "I can't find a rod,
but here's a stone you can throw at me." At which point his mother also burst
into tears, because it had suddenly dawned on her how her little boy must
have regarded what was about to happen. He must have thought: "My mum
wants to hurt me, and she can do that just as well by throwing a stone at
me."

The young mother threw her arms round him, and they spent some time
crying together. Then she placed the stone on a shelf in the kitchen, and it
stayed there as a permanent reminder of the promise she had made to herself
at that moment: never violence!

Dear colleagues,

Let’s work together for offering children all over the world a childhood free
from corporal punishment. Perhaps it would be a good idea for us all to have
a little stone on a shelf in our office as e permanent reminder for ourselves
and our colleagues or guests: never violence!



Thank you and good luck in your future work!
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Dear friends, dear Malala Yousafzai,

[ am very happy to be witness to this wonderful recognition of the
importance of working with the rights of the child.

I want to congratulate the World’s Children’s Prize Programme for the
initiative to reward Children’s Right’s Heroes. And of course I am happy to
congratulate you,

Malla Yousafzai, elected by millions of children around the world to be
rewarded with the World’s Children’s prize.

Children and young people are strong, very strong. Perhaps we know this
already but you, Malala Yousafzai, gave us a living example of that.

It was a joy to hear the decision of the Nobel Peace Prize Committee
rewarding you with their Peace Prize for your heroic struggle. In their
motivation they mentioned that you, a young girl, have already fought for
several years for the right of girls to education under most dangerous
circumstances.

Still hundreds of millions children in the world can neither write nor read.
The research is showing that investing in education, and especially in
education of girls, is one of most efficient tools for promoting economic
progress and fighting the poverty. This creates all kinds of possibilities for
every girl and boy.

We all know that education is also a solid ground for future gender equality
development. Sweden is a strong promoter of including clear obligations
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concerning gender equality and rights of women and girls in the Post 2015
agenda.

You have also shown by example that children and young people can
contribute to improve their own situations.

Yes, indeed, through your struggle you have become a leading spokesperson
for girls’ right to education. But I think, you have also become a symbol for
children and young people as moulder of public opinion.

Malala Yousafzai, as the Swedish minister in charge of the rights of the child
I want to give you a huge hug, even in the name of all my follow ministers.



